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Men and women 150 years ago grappled with information overload by making scrapbooks-the ancestors of
Google and blogging. From Abraham Lincoln to Susan B. Anthony, African American janitorsto
farmwomen, abolitionists to Confederates, people cut out and pasted down their reading. Writing with
Scissors opens a new window into the feelings and thoughts of ordinary and extraordinary Americans. Like
us, nineteenth-century readers spoke back to the media, and treasured what mattered to them.

In this groundbreaking book, Ellen Gruber Garvey reveals a previously unexplored layer of American
popular culture, where the proliferating cheap press touched the lives of activists and mourning parents, and
all who yearned for aplacein history. Scrapbook makers documented their feelings about momentous public
events such as living through the Civil War, mediated through the newspapers. African Americans and
women's rights activists collected, concentrated, and critiqued accounts from a press that they did not control
to create "unwritten histories' in books they wrote with scissors. Whether scrapbook makers pasted their
clippings into blank books, sermon collections, or the pre-gummed scrapbook that Mark Twain invented,
they claimed ownership of their reading. They created their own democratic archives.

Wkiting with Scissors argues that people have long had a strong personal relationship to media. Like
newspaper editors who enthusiastically "scissorized" and reprinted attractive items from other newspapers,
scrapbook makers passed their reading along to family and community. This book explains how their
scrapbooks underlie our present-day ways of thinking about information, news, and what we do with it.
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From reader reviews:
Laura Wilson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Writing with Scissors: American Scrapbooks from the Civil War to the
Harlem Renaissance. Try to make the book Writing with Scissors: American Scrapbooks from the Civil War
to the Harlem Renaissance as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you really
feel aone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we
need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Edgar Foley:

The book Writing with Scissors: American Scrapbooks from the Civil War to the Harlem Renai ssance can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must
we leave a good thing like a book Writing with Scissors. American Scrapbooks from the Civil War to the
Harlem Renaissance? Several of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim this book can
give many detailsfor us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Writing with
Scissors: American Scrapbooks from the Civil War to the Harlem Renaissance has simpl e shape however,
you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can seem the enormous world by wide open and read
ae-book. So it isvery wonderful.

Russdll Diamond:

This Writing with Scissors. American Scrapbooks from the Civil War to the Harlem Renaissance book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by
reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is
getting deeper you actually read alot of information you will get. This Writing with Scissors: American
Scrapbooks from the Civil War to the Harlem Renai ssance without we realize teach the one who examining
it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Writing with Scissors: American
Scrapbooks from the Civil War to the Harlem Renaissance can bring when you are and not make your case
space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This
Writing with Scissors: American Scrapbooks from the Civil War to the Harlem Renaissance having good
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Sandra M endoza:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite
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from that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Writing with Scissors: American Scrapbooks
from the Civil War to the Harlem Renaissance, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you
still need to missit? What kind of hangout typeisit? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't
have it, oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.
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