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“A ridiculously diverting glimpse of downstairs life in Edwardian England. . . . Most gratifying.”—Laura
Miller, Salon

From the immense staff running a lavish Edwardian estate and the lonely maid-of-all-work cooking in a
cramped middle-class house to the poor child doing chores in a slightly less poor household, servants were
essential to the British way of life. They were hired not only for their skills but also to demonstrate the social
standing of their employers—even as they were required to tread softly and blend into the background. More
than simply the laboring class serving the upper crust—as popular culture would have us believe—they were
a diverse group that shaped and witnessed major changes in the modern home, family, and social order.

Spanning over a hundred years, Lucy Lethbridge?in this "best type of history" (Literary Review)?brings to
life through letters and diaries the voices of countless men and women who have been largely ignored by the
historical record. She also interviews former and current servants for their recollections of this waning
profession.

At the fore are the experiences of young girls who slept in damp corners of basements, kitchen maids who
were required to stir eggs until the yolks were perfectly centered, and cleaners who had to scrub floors on
their hands and knees despite the wide availability of vacuum cleaners. We also meet a lord who solved his
inability to open a window by throwing a brick through it and Winston Churchill’s butler who did not think
Churchill would know how to dress on his own.

A compassionate and discerning exploration of the complex relationship between the server, the served, and
the world they lived in, Servants opens a window onto British society from the Edwardian period to the
present.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Eller:

The guide untitled Servants: A Downstairs History of Britain from the Nineteenth Century to Modern Times
is the reserve that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication content that will
be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily
to understand. The author was did a lot of research when write the book, therefore the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Servants: A Downstairs
History of Britain from the Nineteenth Century to Modern Times from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy free time.

Sandra Williams:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Servants: A Downstairs History of Britain from the Nineteenth Century to Modern Times your head will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation that will maybe you never get before. The Servants: A Downstairs History of Britain from the
Nineteenth Century to Modern Times giving you yet another experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us explain to you the
relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Katie Mueller:

The book untitled Servants: A Downstairs History of Britain from the Nineteenth Century to Modern Times
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is
very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by
famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it. Have
a nice study.

Robin Bone:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but novel and Servants: A Downstairs History of Britain from
the Nineteenth Century to Modern Times or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science guide was created
for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other
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case, beside science book, any other book likes Servants: A Downstairs History of Britain from the
Nineteenth Century to Modern Times to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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