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Did food poisoning play arolein the Salem witch trials, leading to the hanging of nineteen men and women?
Which poison recently laced the food of Russian ex-KGB agent Viktor Litvinenko, and how did it kill him?
In Death in the Pot, internationally renowned food expert Morton Satin documents several culinary mishaps
and misdeeds in an engrossing narrative that spans the ancient world to the present day.

Historic events both tragic and bizarre have resulted from adulterated food. In the fifth century BCE, the
great plague of Athens, probably caused by contaminated cereals, led to the defeat of the Atheniansin the
Peloponnesian War. In the prescientific Middle Ages, illnesses resulting from contaminated food were often
attributed to the wrath of God or malevolent spirits. Heavily infectious ergot induced a spasmaodic muscle
condition, which the Church named "St. Anthony’s Fire" and interpreted as retribution by God on heretics.
Similarly, in seventeenth-century Americathe hallucinogenic symptoms of moldy grain were thought by
Puritans to be signs of witchcraft. Even the madness of King George |11, which played arole in the American
Revolution, may have been induced by accidental arsenic poisoning.

In the twentieth century, Satin recounts the efforts of modern industrial societies to make food safer; in some
cases these efforts were heroic. For example, in the early days of the Food and Drug Administration a
"Poison Squad" was formed, consisting of young scientists who willingly acted as guinea pigsto test the
toxic effects of chemical additives. Today, the government has focused on the hazards of food bioterrorism.
Satin concludes by describing measures taken to protect the public from intentional and unintentional
poisoning, as well as recounting recent poisoning incidents.

Both afascinating glimpse into history from a unique angle and an authoritative reference work on food
safety, Death in the Pot offers entertaining and informative reading for laypersons as well as expertsin food
technology and public health.
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From reader reviews:
Scott Ridgway:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important
thing for usto find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Death in the Pot: The Impact of Food Poisoning on History.

llene Venne:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer
that question because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Death in the Pot: The
Impact of Food Poisoning on History to read.

Martina Barton:

Exactly why? Because this Death in the Pot: The Impact of Food Poisoning on History is an unordinary book
that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such incredible way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you alot
of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If 1 had been you | will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Clifford Caldwell:

Y ou can spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Death in the Pot: The Impact of Food
Poisoning on History is ssmple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not
get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you much
easier to read it. Y ou can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thusthere are alot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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