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Meticulousin its research, encyclopedic in its detail, this reference volume is the first such work written for a
shape-note songbook. Modeled on the various guidebooks to contemporary denominational hymnals, it
provides commentary on every text, tune, author, and composer represented in M. L. Swan’s New Harp of
Columbia, a shape-note book originally published in Knoxville, Tennessee, in 1867.

The shape-note tradition first flourished in the small towns and rural areas of early America. Church-
sponsored “singing schools’ taught aform of musical notation in which the notes were assigned different
shapes to indicate variations in pitch; this method worked well with congregants who had little knowledge of
standard musical notation. Today many enthusiasts carry on the shape-note tradition, and The New Harp of
Columbia (recently published in a*“restored edition” by the University of Tennessee Press) isone of five
shape-note singing manuals still in use.

In the opening sections of this Companion, Marion J. Hatchett provides fascinating historical background
about early American composers and folk-hymn compilers and the rise of the shape-note tradition. He then
discusses earlier East Tennessee tunebooks before turning to The New Harp of Columbiaand its 1848
predecessor, W. H. Swan and M. L. Swan’s Harp of Columbia. In the commentaries that follow, Hatchett
traces each text and tune to its origin and notes significant changes between the original publication and the
subsequent New Harp. His discussions draw on the latest research and uncover earlier sources for a number
of tunes and texts than have been previously cited.

Thiswork will be of great value for music scholars and folklorists as well as for the singers who keep the
New Harp performance tradition alive. Also, because many of the songs overlap with those contained in
other extant shape-note books, this Companion will also interest those who study and use The Christian
Harmony, The Sacred Harp, The Southern Harmony, and Harmonica Sacra.

The Author: Before his retirement in 1999, Marion J. Hatchett was professor of liturgics and music in the

School of Theology at the University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee. He has published numerous books
on church music and was a member of the drafting committee for the 1979 Book of Common Prayer.
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From reader reviews:
Joyce Jacobs:

A lot of people aways spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is ook
different you can read a new book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent the entire day to reading areserve. The book Companion To The New Harp Of Columbiait is rather
good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mQore easily to
read this book from your smart phone. The priceis not to fund but this book has high quality.

Jessica Jackson:

Exactly why? Because this Companion To The New Harp Of Columbiaisan unordinary book that the inside
of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret thisinside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So
, itisgood for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book will give you
alot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
technique. So, still want to hold off having that book? If | were being you | will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Donald Pate:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work here
isdifficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer is usually Companion To The New Harp Of Columbiawhy because the wonderful
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly assist you
to pick up this book.

Joyce Jiminez:

Reading a book to be new life stylein this year; every people lovesto study a book. When you examine a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, aswell as soon. The Companion To
The New Harp Of Columbia offer you a new experience in reading a book.
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