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The importance of Tawfiq al-Hakim (1898 to 1989) to the emergence of a modern Arabic literature is second
only to that of Naguib Mahfouz. If the latter put the novel among the genres of writing that are now an
accepted part of literary production in the Arab world today, Tawfiq al-Hakim is recognized as the
undisputed creator of a literature of the theater. In this volume, Tawfiq al-Hakim's fame as a playwright is
given prominence. Of the more than seventy plays he wrote, The Sultan's Dilemma, dealing with a historical
subject in an appealingly light-hearted manner, is perhaps the best known; it appears in the extended edition
of Norton's World Masterpieces and was broadcast on the old Home Service of the BBC. The other full-
length play included here, The Tree Climber, is one that reveals al-Hakim's openness to outside influencesin
this case, the absurdist mode of writing. Of the two one-act plays in this collection, The Donkey Market
shows his deftness at turning atraditional folk tale into a hilarious stage comedy. Tawfiq al-Hakim produced
several of the earliest examples of the novel in Arabic; included in this volume is an extract from his best
known work in that genre, the delightful Diary of a Country Prosecutor, in which he draws on his own
experience as a public prosecutor in the Egyptian countryside. Three of the many short stories he published
are also included, as well as an extract from The Prison of Life, an autobiography in which Tawfiq al-Hakim
writes with commendabl e frankness about himself. Contents:. Introduction by Denys Johnson-Davies, The
Sultan's Dilemma (full-length play), The Tree Climber (full-length play), The Donkey Market (one-act play),
The Song of Death (one-act play), Diary of a Country Prosecutor (extract from the novel), Miracles for Sale
(short story), The Prison of Life (extract from the autobiography), Azrael the Barber (short story), Satan
Triumphs (short story).
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From reader reviews:
John Jacquez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled The Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature (Paperback)). Try
to the actual book The Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature (Paperback)) as your pal. It
means that it can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know every thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge
with this book.

Mary Sylvester:

This The Essential Tawfiq a-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature (Paperback)) book is not ordinary book, you
have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information
inside this book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read alot of
information you will get. This specific The Essential Tawfiq a-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature
(Paperback)) without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining and
analyzing. Don't become worry The Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature (Paperback)) can
bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can
haveit in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature
(Paperback)) having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Walter Dion:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Essential Tawfiq a-Hakim
(Modern Arabic Literature (Paperback)) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a
great deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine
only for the geeky man but for al of you who wantsto always be success person. So , for every you who
want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick The Essential Tawfiq al-Hakim (Modern
Arabic Literature (Paperback)) become your starter.

Jillian Harrington:

This The Essential Tawfig al-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature (Paperback)) is great e-book for you because
the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make
decision every minute. Thiskind of book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can
declare no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole datain it.
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Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having The Essential Tawfiq a-Hakim (Modern Arabic Literature (Paperback)) in
your hand like finding the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous asingle. We can say that no
publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , thisis
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?
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