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Serge Prokofiev was one of the twentieth century’s most brilliant composers yet is an enigmato historians
and his fans. Why did he leave the West and move to the Soviet Union despite Stalin’s crimes? Why did his
astonishing creativity in the 1930s soon dissolve into afar lessinspiring output in his later years? The
answers can finally be revealed, thanks to Simon Morrison’s unique and unfettered access to the family’s
voluminous papers and his ability to reconstruct the tragic, riveting life of the composer’ swife, Lina.

Morrison’s portrait of the marriage of Linaand Serge Prokofiev isthe story of aremarkable woman who
fought for survival in the face of unbearable betrayal and despair and of the irresistibly talented but
heartlessly self-absorbed musician she married. Born to a Spanish father and Russian mother in Madrid at the
end of the nineteenth century and raised in Brooklyn, Linafell in love with arising-star composer—and
defied convention to be with him, courting public censure. She devoted her life to Serge and to art, training
to be an operatic soprano and following her brilliant husband to Stalin’s Russia. Just as Serge found initial
acclaim—before becoming constricted by the harsh doctrine of socialist-realist music—Linawas at first
accepted and later scorned, ending her singing career. Serge abandoned her and took up with another woman.
Finally, Linawas arrested and shipped off to the gulag in 1948. She would be held in captivity for eight
awful years. Meanwhile, Serge found himself the tool of an evil regime to which he was forced to
accommodate himself.

The contrast between Lina and Serge is one of strength and perseverance versus utter self-absorption, a
remarkable human drama that draws on the forces of art, sacrifice, and the struggle against oppression.
Readers will never forget the tragic drama of Lina slife, and never listen to Serge’s music in quite the same
way again.
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From reader reviews:
M atthew Wallace:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Lina and Serge: The Love and Wars of Lina Prokofiev. Try to face the
book Linaand Serge: The Love and Wars of Lina Prokofiev as your buddy. It meansthat it can to become
your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than in the past. Y eah, it
isvery fortuned for you personally. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , et me make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Charlotte Gambrel:

With other case, little people like to read book Linaand Serge: The Love and Wars of Lina Prokofiev. You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about how isimportant any book
Linaand Serge: The Love and Wars of Lina Prokofiev. Y ou can add know-how and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to
know that. In this era, we can easily open abook aswell as searching by internet product. It is called e-book.
Y ou need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let'slearn.

Randy Champion:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Linaand Serge: The Love and Wars of Lina Prokofiev book is readable by
means of you who hate those straight word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
regarding Linaand Serge: The Love and Wars of Lina Prokofiev content conveys the thought easily to
understand by alot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by
means of it. So, do you nonetheless thinking Linaand Serge: The Love and Wars of Lina Prokofiev is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

William Evans:

The actual book Linaand Serge: The Love and Wars of Lina Prokofiev has alot details on it. So when you
check out this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author.
Mcdouga makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after scanning this book.
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