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Gloria Swanson defined what it meant to be a movie star, but her unforgettable role in Sunset Boulevard
overshadowed the true story of her life. Now Stephen Michael Shearer sets the record straight in the first in-
depth biography of the film legend.

Swanson was Hollywood's first successful glamour queen. Her stardom as an actress in the mid-1920s
earned her millions of fans and millions of dollars. Realizing her box office value early in her career, she
took control of her life. Soon she was not only producing her own films, she was choosing her scripts,
selecting her leading men, casting her projects, creating her own fashions, guiding her publicity, and living
an extravagant and sometimes extraordinary celebrity lifestyle.

She also collected a long line of lovers (including Joseph P. Kennedy) and married men of her choosing
(including a French marquis, thus becoming America's first member of "nobility"). As a devoted and loving
mother, she managed a quiet success of raising three children. Perhaps most important, as a keen
businesswoman she also was able to extend her career more than sixty years.
Her astounding comeback as Norma Desmond in Billy Wilder's Sunset Boulevard catapulted her back into
the limelight. But it also created her long-misunderstood persona, one that this meticulous biography shows
was only part of this independent and unparalleled woman.
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From reader reviews:

Calvin Baker:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Gloria Swanson: The Ultimate Star. You can choose the
best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book Gloria
Swanson: The Ultimate Star. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, since from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we
are able to open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when
you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Charlotte Neville:

The book Gloria Swanson: The Ultimate Star can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Gloria Swanson:
The Ultimate Star? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that
you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Gloria Swanson: The
Ultimate Star has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Antonio Ritchie:

You could spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Gloria Swanson: The Ultimate Star is
simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess
much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Evelyn Ross:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Gloria Swanson: The
Ultimate Star.
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