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Elizabeth Stoddard was a gifted writer of fiction, poetry, and journalism; successfully published within her
own lifetime; esteemed by such writers as William Dean Howells and Nathaniel Hawthorne; and situated at
the epicenter of New York's literary world. Nonetheless, she has been almost excluded from literary memory
and importance. This book seeks to understand why. By reconsidering Stoddard’s life and work and her
current marginal status in the evolving canon of American literary studies, it raises important questions about
women’s writing in the 19th century and canon formation in the 20th century.

 

Essays in this study locate Stoddard in the context of her contemporaries, such as Dickinson and Hawthorne,
while others situate her work in the context of major 19th-century cultural forces and issues, among them the
Civil War and Reconstruction, race and ethnicity, anorexia and female invalidism, nationalism and localism,
and incest. One essay examines the development of Stoddard's work in the light of her biography, and others
probe her stylistic and philosophic originality, the journalistic roots of her voice, and the elliptical themes of
her short fiction. Stoddard’s lifelong project to articulate the nature and dynamics of woman's subjectivity,
her challenging treatment of female appetite and will, and her depiction of the complex and often ambivalent
relationships that white middle-class women had to their domestic spaces are also thoughtfully considered.

 

The editors argue that the neglect of Elizabeth Stoddard's contribution to American literature is a compelling
example of the contingency of critical values and the instability of literary history. This study asks the
question, “Will Stoddard endure?” Will she continue to drift into oblivion or will a new generation of readers
and critics secure her tenuous legacy?
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From reader reviews:

William Barnett:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for us. The book American Culture, Canons, and the Case of
Elizabeth Stoddard has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The guide American Culture, Canons, and the Case of Elizabeth
Stoddard is not only giving you more new information but also for being your friend when you really feel
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship
together with the book American Culture, Canons, and the Case of Elizabeth Stoddard. You never truly feel
lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Fannie Wymer:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This American Culture, Canons, and the Case of Elizabeth Stoddard book is
readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
connected with American Culture, Canons, and the Case of Elizabeth Stoddard content conveys thinking
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking American Culture, Canons, and the Case of Elizabeth
Stoddard is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Shirley Hinkle:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The particular
American Culture, Canons, and the Case of Elizabeth Stoddard is kind of guide which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Alberto Kimble:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this American Culture, Canons, and the
Case of Elizabeth Stoddard guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question American Culture,
Canons, and the Case of Elizabeth Stoddard as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This
is one publication that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to
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listening to one more sixth sense.
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