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The Saint in the Banyan Tree is a nuanced and historically persuasive exploration of Christianity’s
remarkable trajectory as a social and cultural force in southern India. Starting in the seventeenth century,
when the religion was integrated into Tamil institutions of caste and popular religiosity, this study moves
into the twentieth century, when Christianity became an unexpected source of radical transformation for the
country’s ‘untouchables’ (dalits). Mosse shows how caste was central to the way in which categories of
‘religion’ and ‘culture’ were formed and negotiated in missionary encounters, and how the social and
semiotic possibilities of Christianity lead to a new politic of equal rights in South India. Skillfully combining
archival research with anthropological fieldwork, this book examines the full cultural impact of Christianity
on Indian religious, social and political life. Connecting historical ethnography to the preoccupations of
priests and Jesuit social activists, Mosse throws new light on the contemporary nature of caste, conversion,
religious synthesis, secularization, dalit politics, the inherent tensions of religious pluralism, and the struggle
for recognition among subordinated people.
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From reader reviews:

Dale Perez:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Saint in the Banyan Tree: Christianity and
Caste Society in India (The Anthropology of Christianity) as the daily resource information.

Bobby Miller:

This book untitled The Saint in the Banyan Tree: Christianity and Caste Society in India (The Anthropology
of Christianity) to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
guide you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it
through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this
publication from your list.

Bernard Walker:

The guide untitled The Saint in the Banyan Tree: Christianity and Caste Society in India (The Anthropology
of Christianity) is the guide that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the publication
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Saint
in the Banyan Tree: Christianity and Caste Society in India (The Anthropology of Christianity) from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Melissa Gusman:

Beside this particular The Saint in the Banyan Tree: Christianity and Caste Society in India (The
Anthropology of Christianity) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh through the oven so don't
be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Saint in the
Banyan Tree: Christianity and Caste Society in India (The Anthropology of Christianity) because this book
offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's all
about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find
this book and also read it from now!
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