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Fiercely committed to the separation of church and state, thoroughly pluraistic, largely secular: Where does
asociety like ours find common terms for conducting a moral debate? In view of the crises surrounding the
issue of abortion, it istempting to answer: nowhere. In thistimely and provocative book, Elizabeth Mensch
and Alan Freeman urge that we challenge the extremes of both the "pro-life" and "pro-choice" views of the
abortion issue and affirm the moral integrity of compromise. Attempting to restore alevel of complexity to
the discussion and to enrich public debate so that we may move beyond our current impasse, the authors
argue that it is essential to understand how issues of legal "rights" and theological concernsinteract in
American public debate.

Returning to the years leading up to Roe v. Wade, Mensch and Freeman detail the role of religion and its
relationship to the emerging politics of abortion. Discussing primarily the natural law tradition associated
with Cathalicism and the Protestant ethical tradition, the authors focus most sharply on the 1960s in which
the present terms of the abortion debate were set. In askillful analysis, they identify avariety of factors that
directed and shaped the debate--including, among others, the haunting legacy of Nazism, the moral challenge
of the civil rights movement, the "God is dead" discourse, school prayer and Bible reading, Harvey Cox's
The Secular City, the Berrigans and Vietnam, the animal rights movement, and the movement of the church-
going population away from mainstream Protestant tradition toward evangelical fundamentalism. By
criticizing the rhetoric employed by both the "pro-choice" and "pro-life" camps, Mensch and Freeman reveal
the extent to which forces on either side of the issue have failed to respond to relevant concerns. Since Roe v.
Wade, the authors charge, public debate has seemed to concede the mora high ground to the "pro-life"
position, while the "pro-choice" rhetoric has appeared to defend an individual's legal right to do moral
wrong. Originally published as a special issue of The Georgia Law Review (Spring 1991), this revised and
expanded edition will be welcomed by all those frustrated by the impasse of debates so central to our nation's
mord life.
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From reader reviews:
Daisy Richardson:

The book The Politics of Virtue: Is Abortion Debatable? can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book The Poalitics of Virtue: Is
Abortion Debatable?? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book
can give many datafor us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge
or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Politics
of Virtue: Is Abortion Debatable? has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it isvery
wonderful.

Alta Valentin:

This The Politics of Virtue: Is Abortion Debatable? usually are reliable for you who want to be described as
asuccessful person, why. The main reason of this The Politics of Virtue: Is Abortion Debatable? can be
among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but
feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed people. Beside
that this The Politics of Virtue: Is Abortion Debatable? giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So, let's have it
and enjoy reading.

Kenneth Grimes:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you fedl it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Politics of Virtue: Is Abortion Debatable? can
be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Thomas Hawkins:

The reason why? Because this The Politics of Virtue: Is Abortion Debatable? is an unordinary book that the
inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book alongside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it isgood for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you alot of advantages
than the other book have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So,
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still want to hold off having that book? If | were you | will go to the publication store hurriedly.
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