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An exploration of the many forms of the ancient myth of the Wild Hunt and itsinfluence in pagan and early
Christian Europe

* Recounts the myriad variations of this legend, from the Cursed Huntsman and King Herlato phantom
armies and vast processions of sinners and demons

* Explains how this belief was an integral part of the pagan worldview and was thus employed by the church
to spread Christian doctrine

* Reveadls how the secret societies of medieval Europe reenacted these ghostly processions for soul travel and
prophecies of impending death

Once upon atime a phenomenon existed in medieval Europe that continuously fueled local lore: during the
long winter nights a strange and unknown troop could be heard passing outside over the land or through the
air. Anyone caught by surprise in the open fields or depths of the woods would see a bizarre procession of
demons, giants, hounds, ladies of the night, soldiers, and knights, some covered in blood and others carrying
their heads beneath their arms. This was the Wild or Infernal Hunt, the host of the damned, the phantom
army of the night--atheme that still inspires poets, writers, and painters to this day. Millennia older than
Christianity, this pagan belief was employed by the church to spread their doctrine, with the shapeshifters
and giants of the pagan nightly processions becoming sinners led by demons seeking out unwary souls to add
to their retinues. Myth or legend, it represents a belief that has deep roots in Europe, particularly Celtic and
Scandinavian countries.

The first scholar to fully examine this myth in each of its myriad forms, Claude Lecouteux strips away the
Christian gloss and shows how the Wild Hunt was an integral part of the pagan worldview and the structure
of their societies. Additionally, he looks at how secret societies of medieval Europe reenacted these ghostly
processions through cult rituals culminating in masguerades and carnival-like caval cades often associated
with astral doubles, visions of the afterlife, belief in multiple souls, and prophecies of impending death. He
reveals how the nearly infinite variations of this myth are astill living, evolving tradition that offersus a
window into the world in which our ancestors lived.
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From reader reviews:
Molly Edwards:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Phantom Armies of the Night: The Wild
Hunt and the Ghostly Processions of the Undead. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a
book. Providing we know about how isimportant a new book Phantom Armies of the Night: The Wild Hunt
and the Ghostly Processions of the Undead. Y ou can add expertise and of course you can around the world
with abook. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything! From your country until
finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou can
use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Don Gonzales:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students because they're till students or the item for all peoplein
the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't want do
that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Phantom Armies of the Night: The Wild
Hunt and the Ghostly Processions of the Undead. All type of book isit possible to see on many solutions.

Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Gerald Morin:

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure that book is
very important for us. The book Phantom Armies of the Night: The Wild Hunt and the Ghostly Processions
of the Undead seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve Phantom Armies of the Night: The Wild
Hunt and the Ghostly Processions of the Undead is not only giving you more new information but also to
become your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make
rel ationship together with the book Phantom Armies of the Night: The Wild Hunt and the Ghostly
Processions of the Undead. Y ou never sense lose out for everything in case you read some books.

John Parish:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friendsis thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Phantom Armies of the Night: The
Wild Hunt and the Ghostly Processions of the Undead, you are able to enjoy both. It is excellent combination
right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.
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