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There was the sound of a single bullet, and then . . . a deafening barrage of gunfire and explosions. There
were, literally, thousands of bullets in the air at once, and more tracers streaking across the sky than there
were stars overhead. It was a miracle that most of us weren’t killed instantly.

Staff Sergeant Salvatore, “Sal,” Giunta was the first living person to receive the Medal of Honor—the
highest honor presented by the U.S. military—since the conclusion of the Vietnam War. In Living with
Honor, this hero who maintains he is “just a soldier” tells us the story of the fateful day in Afghanistan that
led to his receiving the unique honor. With candor, insight, and humility, Giunta not only recounts the
harrowing events leading up to when he and his company fell under siege, but also illustrates the
empowering, invaluable lessons he learned.

As a seventeen-year-old teen working at Subway, Giunta was like any other kid trying to figure out which
step to take next with his life after graduating from high school. When Giunta walked into the local Army
recruiting center in his hometown, he just wanted a free T-shirt. But when he walked out, his curiosity had
been piqued and he enlisted in the Army.

Deployed to Afghanistan, Giunta soon learned from the more seasoned soldiers how “different” this war was
compared to others that America had fought. Stationed with the 173rd Airborne Brigade near the
Afghanistan-Pakistan border in the Korengal Valley— also known as the “Valley of Death”—Giunta and his
company were ambushed by Taliban insurgents. Giunta went into action after seeing that his squad leader
had fallen. Exposing himself to blistering enemy fire, Giunta charged toward his squad leader and
administered first aid while he covered him with his own body. Though Giunta was struck by the relentless
barrage of bullets, he engaged the enemy and then attempted to reach additional wounded soldiers. When he
realized that yet another soldier was separated from his unit, he advanced forward. Discovering two rebels
carrying away a U.S. soldier, Giunta killed one insurgent and wounded the other, and immediately provided
aid to the injured soldier. More than just a remarkable memoir by a remarkable person, Living with Honor is
a powerful testament to the human spirit and all that one can achieve when faced with seemingly impossible
obstacles.

***

The President clasps the medal around my neck. Applause fills the room. But I know it’s not for me alone. I
look at my mom and dad. I look at Brennan’s parents and I look at Mendoza’s. And I try to communicate to
Brennan and Mendoza wordlessly: This is for you . . . and for everyone who has fought and died. For
everyone who has made the ultimate sacrifice. I am not a hero. I’m just a soldier.

—Salvatore A. Giunta, from Living with Honor
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From reader reviews:

Ann Wren:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Living with
Honor: A Memoir? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Doreen Looney:

The book Living with Honor: A Memoir can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book Living with Honor: A
Memoir? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book can give
many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Living
with Honor: A Memoir has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
seem the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Mary May:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be read.
Living with Honor: A Memoir can be your answer as it can be read by you actually who have those short
time problems.

Debra Becnel:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to
as of book Living with Honor: A Memoir. You can include your knowledge by it. Without departing the
printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that,
you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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