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Scholars have questioned every aspect of the story of Mattathias in 1 Maccabees; the revisionist narrative
turns Mattathias and his Maccabees from the heroes of the Jewish holiday of Hanukkah and idealistic
fighters for religious freedom, into merely ambitious men who ruthlessly strove for power and usurped the
high priesthood of Judaea. Dr. Benjamin Edidin Scolnic takes a fresh, unbiased approach to every element of
the story: the incident at Mode n, Mattathias's priestly credentials and their implications for his beliefs, the
meaning of personal ambition and the greater ambition to create the Jewish kingdom promised by the sacred
biblical texts, the meaning of circumcision in his time, and the decision to fight on the Sabbath. Mattathias's
actions of zealous violence, as controversial as they were in both his day and as they often are seen today,
were primarily for the preservation of his religion and people. Dr. Scolnic asserts that it was Mattathias who
defined Judaism and Jewishness for his time.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Rhone:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Judaism Defined: Mattathias and the Destiny of His
People (Studies in Judaism). Try to stumble through book Judaism Defined: Mattathias and the Destiny of
His People (Studies in Judaism) as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you sense
alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs.
The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we
should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Patrick Cartwright:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice simply
by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Judaism Defined: Mattathias and the
Destiny of His People (Studies in Judaism) book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this
book is usually more than just a book.

Kellie Smith:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free
time, we will say absolutely indeed. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity do you possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is definitely Judaism Defined: Mattathias and the Destiny of His People (Studies in
Judaism).

Richard Diller:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Judaism Defined: Mattathias and the Destiny of
His People (Studies in Judaism) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out
of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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