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It isfrequently assumed that the "people’ must have something in common or else democracy will fail. This
assumption that democracy requires commonality - such as a shared nationality, a common culture, or
consensus on a core set of values - sets theorists and political actors alike on afutile search for what we have
in common, and it generates misplaced anxiety when it turns out that this commonality is not forthcoming.

In Sharing Democracy, Michaele Ferguson argues that this preoccupation with commonality misdirects our
attention toward what we share and away from how we share in democracy. This produces an ironically anti-
democratic tendency to emphasi ze the passive possession of commonality at the expense of promoting the
active exercise of political freedom. Ferguson counteracts this tendency by exposing the reasons for the
persistent allure of the common. She offersin its stead aradical vision of democracy grounded in political
freedom: the capacity of ordinary people to make and remake the world in which they live. Thisvision of
democracy is exemplified in protest marches: cacophonous, unpredictable, and self-authorizing collective
enactments of our world-building freedom.

Ferguson develops her radical vision of democracy by drawing on Hannah Arendt's account of how we share
aworld in common with others, Ludwig Wittgenstein's later philosophy of language, and Linda Zerilli's
critique of the essentialist/anti-essentialist debates in feminist theory. She juxtaposes critical readings of
democratic theorists with readings of authorsin related fields, such as Benedict Anderson, Robert Putnam,
and Charles Taylor. Her theoretical argument isillustrated and informed by interpretations of political
events, including the Arab Spring, the integration of Little Rock High School, debates over Quebec
secession, immigrant rights protestsin the US in 2006, and the Occupy movement.
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From reader reviews:
Alice Smith:

This Sharing Democracy book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world isin your hands.
The benefit you receive by reading this book is definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you
will get data which is getting deeper a person read alot of information you will get. That Sharing Democracy
without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't
end up being worry Sharing Democracy can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves come to be full because you can haveit in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Sharing
Democracy having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Eleanor Bender:

Sharing Democracy can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight
away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article writer giving his’her effort that
will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Sharing Democracy nevertheless doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be certainly one
of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Gloria Castaldo:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours aday. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Sharing Democracy whichis
obtaining the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's natice.

Scott Reisinger:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What you must
doisjust spending your time aimost no but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. On the list of books
in the top checklist in your reading list is Sharing Democracy. This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you
can get many advantages.
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