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This book presents a new examination of Victorian nurses which challenges commonly-held assumptions
about their character and motivation. Nineteenth century nursing history has, until now, concentrated almost
exclusively on nurse leaders, on the development of nursing as a profession and the politics surrounding
registration. This emphasis on big themes, and reliance on the writings of nursing’s upper stratum, has
resulted in nursing history being littered with stereotypes. This book is one of the first attempts to
understand, in detail, the true nature of Victorian nursing at ground level.

Uniquely, the study views nursing through an economic lens, as opposed to the more usual vocational focus.
Nursing is placed in the wider context of women’s role in British society, and the changing prospects for
female employment in the high Victorian period. Using St George’s Hospital, London as a case study, the
book explores the evolution of nurse recruitment, training, conditions of employment and career
development in the second half of the nineteenth century. Pioneering prosopographical techniques, which
combined archival material with census data to create a database of named nurses, have enabled the
generation – for the first time – of biographies of ordinary nurses.

Sue Hawkins’ findings belie the picture of nursing as a profession dominated by middle class women.
Nursing was a melting pot of social classes, with promotion and opportunity extended to all women on the
basis of merit alone. This pioneering work will interest students and researchers in nursing history, the social
and cultural history of Victorian England and women’s studies.
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From reader reviews:

Adrian Rogers:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Nursing and Women's Labour in the
Nineteenth Century: The Quest for Independence is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Perry Payne:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them
is this Nursing and Women's Labour in the Nineteenth Century: The Quest for Independence.

Jack Godina:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Nursing and Women's Labour in the Nineteenth Century:
The Quest for Independence can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you
have point that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have
Nursing and Women's Labour in the Nineteenth Century: The Quest for Independence.

Christopher Pruett:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from
it. It is identified as of book Nursing and Women's Labour in the Nineteenth Century: The Quest for
Independence. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it can add your knowledge
and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you
from one spot to other place.
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