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This is the story of the search for human origins - from the Middle Ages, when questions of the earth's
antiquity first began to arise, through to the latest genetic discoveries that show the interrelatedness of all
living creatures.

Central to the story is the part played by fossils - first, in establishing the age of the Earth; then, following
Darwin, in the pursuit of possible 'Missing Links' that would establish whether or not humans and
chimpanzees share a common ancestor.

John Reader's passion for this quest - palaeoanthropology - began in the 1960s when he reported for Life
Magazine on Richard Leakey's first fossil-hunting expedition to the badlands of East Turkana, in Kenya.
Drawing on both historic and recent research, he tells the fascinating story of the science as it has developed
from the activities of a few dedicated individuals, into the rigorous multidisciplinary work of today.

His arresting photographs give a unique insight into the fossils, the discoverers, and the settings. His vivid
narrative reveals both the context in which our ancestors evolved, and also the realities confronting the
modern scientist. The story he tells is peopled by eccentrics and enthusiasts, and punctuated by controversy
and even fraud. It is a celebration of discoveries - Neanderthal Man in the 1850s, Java Man (1891),
Australopithecus (1925), Peking Man (1926), Homo habilis (1964), Lucy
(1978), Floresiensis (2004), and Ardipithecus (2009). It is a story of fragmentary shards of evidence, and the
competing interpretations built upon them. And it is a tale of scientific breakthroughs - dating technology,
genetics, and molecular biology - that have enabled us to set the fossil evidence in
the context of human evolution.

John Reader's first book on this subject (Missing Links: The Hunt for Earliest Man, 1981) was described in
Nature as 'the best popular account of palaeoanthropology I have ever read'. His new book covers the thirty
years of discovery that have followed.
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Eggleston:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This Missing Links: In Search of Human Origins
is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Lois Bottoms:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Missing Links: In Search of Human Origins,
you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-
out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

Angela Bauer:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Missing Links: In Search of Human Origins can give you
a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make you more
like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book
offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than some other make you to
be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Missing Links: In Search of Human Origins.

Ronald Folk:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet.
Every year had been exactly added. This publication Missing Links: In Search of Human Origins was filled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you
wanted.
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