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The modern idea of Victorians is that they were emotionless prudes, imprisoned by sexual repression and
suffocating social constraints; they expressed love and affection only within the bounds of matrimony—if at
all. And yet, a wealth of evidence contradicting this idea has been hiding in plain sight for close to a century.
In Manly Love, Axel Nissen turns to the novels and short stories of Victorian America to uncover the widely
overlooked phenomenon of passionate friendships between men.

Nissen’s examination of the literature of the period brings to light a forgotten genre: the fiction of romantic
friendship. Delving into works by Mark Twain, Henry James, William Dean Howells, and others, Nissen
identifies the genre’s unique features and explores the connections between romantic friendships in literature
and in real life. Situating love between men at the heart of Victorian culture, Nissen radically alters our
understanding of the American literary canon. And with its deep insights into the emotional and intellectual
life of the period, Manly Love also offers a fresh perspective on nineteenth-century America’s attitudes
toward love, friendship, marriage, and sex.
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From reader reviews:

George Falls:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Manly Love: Romantic Friendship in American Fiction.

Rachel Chaney:

The book Manly Love: Romantic Friendship in American Fiction has a lot of information on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after perusing this book.

Harry Fulford:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Manly Love:
Romantic Friendship in American Fiction, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you
still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still
don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Sheri Combs:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Manly Love: Romantic
Friendship in American Fiction which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.
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