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Armed with an eighth-grade education, an inexhaustible imagination, and an innate talent for dancing,
Hermes Pan (1909-1990) was a boy from Tennessee who became the most prolific, popular, and memorable
choreographer of the glory days of the Hollywood musical. While he may be most well-known for the Fred
Astaire-Ginger Rogers musicals which he choreographed at RKO film studios, he also created dances at
Twentieth Century-Fox, M-G-M, Paramount, and later for television, winning both the Oscar and the Emmy
for best choreography.

In Hermes Pan: The Man Who Danced with Fred Astaire, Pan emerges asaman in full, an artist inseparable
from hisworks. He was a choreographer deeply interested in his dancers' personalities, and his dances
became his way of embracing and understanding the outside world. Though histime in a Trappist monastery
proved to him that he was more suited to choreography than to life as a monk, Pan remained a deeply devout
Roman Catholic throughout his creative life, a person firmly convinced of the powers of prayer. While he
was rarely to be seen without several beautiful women at his side, it was no secret that Pan was homosexual
and even had alife partner. As Pan worked at the nexus of the cinemaindustry's creative circles during the
golden age of the film musical, this book traces not only Pan's personal life but also the history of the
Hollywood musical itself. It is astudy of Pan, who emerges here as a benevolent perfectionist, and equally of
the stars, composers, and directors with whom he worked, from Astaire and Rogersto Betty Grable, Rita
Hayworth, Elizabeth Taylor, Sammy Davis Jr., Frank Sinatra, Bob Fosse, George Gershwin, Samuel
Goldwyn, and countless other luminaries of American popular entertainment.

Author John Franceschina bases his telling of Pan's life on extensive first-hand research into Pan's
unpublished correspondence and his own interviews. Pan enjoyed one of the most illustrious careers of any
Hollywood dance director, and because his work also spanned across Broadway and television, this book
will appeal to readers interested in musical theater history, dance history, and film.
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From reader reviews:
Johanna Hernandez:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This Hermes Pan: The Man Who Danced with Fred Astaire book is readable
simply by you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving
Hermes Pan: The Man Who Danced with Fred Astaire content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots
of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different available asiit.
So, do you continue to thinking Hermes Pan: The Man Who Danced with Fred Astaire is not loveable to be
your top collection reading book?

Evelyn Rodrigue:

The knowledge that you get from Hermes Pan: The Man Who Danced with Fred Astaire could be the more
deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but Hermes Pan: The Man Who Danced with Fred Astaire giving
you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be
understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific Hermes Pan:
The Man Who Danced with Fred Astaire instantly.

Deborah Ander son:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Hermes Pan: The Man Who
Danced with Fred Astaire, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would liketo
missit? What kind of hang-out typeisit? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come
onits called reading friends.

Wanda Hardin:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to be ableto reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
spirit or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to generaly there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important,
boring and also can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. Aswe know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise
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word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Hermes Pan: The Man Who Danced with Fred
Astaire can make you experience more interested to read.
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