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In 1833, Edward G. W. and Frances Parke Butler moved to their newly constructed plantation house,
Dunboyne, on the banks of the Mississippi River near the village of Bayou Goula. Their experiences at
Dunboyne over the next forty years demonstrated the transformations that many land-owning southerners
faced in the nineteenth century, from the evolution of agricultural practices and commerce, to the destruction
wrought by the Civil War and the transition from slave to free labor, and finally to the social, political, and
economic upheavals of Reconstruction. In this comprehensive biography of the Butlers, David D. Plater
explores the remarkable lives of a Louisiana family during one of the most tumultuous periods in American
history.

Born in Tennessee to a celebrated veteran of the American Revolution, Edward Butler pursued a military
career under the mentorship of his guardian, Andrew Jackson, and, during a posting in Washington, D.C.,
met and married a grand-niece of George Washington, Frances Parke Lewis. In 1831, he resigned his
commission and relocated Frances and their young son to Iberville Parish, where the couple began a sugar
cane plantation. As their land holdings grew, they amassed more enslaved laborers and improved their social
prominence in Louisiana’s antebellum society.

A staunch opponent of abolition, Butler voted in favor of Louisiana’s withdrawal from the Union at the
state’s Secession Convention. But his actions proved costly when the war cut off agricultural markets and all
but destroyed the state’s plantation economy, leaving the Butlers in financial ruin. In 1870, with their
plantation and finances in disarray, the Butlers sold Dunboyne and resettled in Pass Christian, Mississippi,
where they resided in a rental cottage with the financial support of Edward J. Gay, a wealthy Iberville planter
and their daughter-in-law’s father. After Frances died in 1875, Edward Butler moved in with his son’s family
in St. Louis, where he remained until his death in 1888. Based on voluminous primary source material, The
Butlers of Iberville Parish, Louisiana offers an intimate picture of a wealthy nineteenth-century family and
the turmoil they faced as a system based on the enslavement of others unraveled.
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From reader reviews:

Della Richardson:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this The Butlers of Iberville Parish, Louisiana: Dunboyne
Plantation in the 1800s.

Latoya Brown:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Butlers of Iberville Parish, Louisiana:
Dunboyne Plantation in the 1800s book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the data
in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Rebecca Esquivel:

This book untitled The Butlers of Iberville Parish, Louisiana: Dunboyne Plantation in the 1800s to be one of
several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Charles Shrader:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find e-book that
need more time to be learn. The Butlers of Iberville Parish, Louisiana: Dunboyne Plantation in the 1800s can
be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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