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In April of 2012 the Vatican issued a harsh “doctrinal assessment” of the largest organization of Catholic
sistersin the U.S,, the Leadership Conference of Women Religious. The “assessment” was the culmination
of athree-year investigation. Simultaneoudly, the Vatican had been conducting a visitation of 340 active
(non-cloistered) congregations of U.S sisters. What do these devel opments mean?

Thisisthe question Catholic scholar and activist Marian Ronan sets out to answer in Sster Trouble: The
Vatican, the Bishops, and the Nuns, her galvanizing collection of articles about the investigations, the
doctrinal assessment, and the issues that connect them.

In the first section of Sster Trouble, Ronan chronicles the conflict from the 2009 launch of the investigations
to the 2012 actions of bishops appointed to oversee the Leadership Conference. She also examines the
condemnation of Sister Elizabeth Johnson's book, the link between the sisters' support for the Affordable
Care Act and the Vatican crackdown, and the dispute over the ultimate meaning of the Second Vatican
Council that underlies the conflict. The articles sizzle with Ronan’ s distinctive and sometimes acerbic

humor.

Readers curious about the Vatican crackdown will learn a good deal from thisfirst section of Sster Trouble.
But the talk that comprises the second section provides much-needed context for understanding the conflict.
Here the author examines in particular the treatment of dedicated celibate women throughout church history
and the threat they have always posed to the supposedly absolute gender boundaries with which male leaders
justify their domination of the church.

Finally, in the concluding section, Ronan makes clear her reasons for undertaking Sster Trouble—because
she cares so deeply about Catholic sisters. In thefirst article, she uses a statue of Joan of Arc to trace a
genealogy from one U.S. Cathalic sister to another and finally to herself. Then she draws on Irish writer
Nuala O’ Faolain to explore how the sisters shaped the lives and characters of generations of Catholic
women. And in the final essay, Ronan steps beyond the current conflict to bid farewell to three recently
deceased sisters whose lives of commitment profoundly influenced her own.

As theologian Tania Oldenhage has written, Sster Trouble is an “urgent, clear-sighted and deeply-moving
account” of the conflict between the Vatican and the nuns. It s aso atestimony to the legacy of Catholic
sisters throughout the ages.
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From reader reviews:
Alfred Hoover:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students because they are still students or thisfor all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or
something that they don't wish do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Sister Trouble:
The Vatican, the Bishops, and the Nuns. All type of book would you see on many sources. Y ou can look for
the internet sources or other social media.

Stephen Thrush:

This book untitled Sister Trouble: The Vatican, the Bishops, and the Nuns to be one of several books that
will best seller in thisyear, that is because when you read this book you can get alot of benefit into it. You
will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell
phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

L atonya Sams:

In this erawhich isthe greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just ssimple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to have alook at some books. On the list of books in the top listing
in your reading list is actually Sister Trouble: The Vatican, the Bishops, and the Nuns. This book which can
be qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and
review this book you can get many advantages.

Edward Davidson:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book and also novel and Sister Trouble: The Vatican, the Bishops, and the Nuns
or maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any
other book likes Sister Trouble: The Vatican, the Bishops, and the Nuns to make your spare time far more
colorful. Many types of book like here.
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