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In this book distinguished theologian, teacher and writer Francis Sullivan examines the origins and
development of the episcopacy in the early church. One of the issues he concentrates on in particular is the
church-dividing character of the question whether bishops are the successors of the apostles by divine
institution, with the consequence that valid ministry depends on ordination by bishops in the historical
apostolic succession.

Ecumenical dialogues have produced no agreement on this matter. On the one hand Catholics, Orthodox and
most Anglicans teach that episcopal ordination in the apostolic succession is necessary for valid orders and
ministry. But Protestants insist that there is no evidence in the New Testament for a divine institution of the
episcopate.

Using primary sources, Sullivan explores evidence for the development of the episcopate, first in the New
Testament, then in Christian writings up to the middle of the third century. His thought-provoking work will
be welcomed by professional theologians and serious students of theology, for whom it will prove to be an
important resource for further ecclesiological study.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Exum:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you should have this From Apostles to Bishops: The Development of the Episcopacy in the Early
Church.

Samuel Potter:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while
is reading. Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than other is
high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this From Apostles to Bishops: The
Development of the Episcopacy in the Early Church book as starter and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Carlos Mendoza:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this From Apostles to Bishops:
The Development of the Episcopacy in the Early Church book because this book offers you rich information
and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Dorcas Rogers:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled From Apostles to Bishops: The Development of the Episcopacy in the Early Church the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end
up your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The From Apostles to Bishops: The Development of the
Episcopacy in the Early Church giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also
giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a.
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