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These two essays by the famous 19th-century champion of Darwin’s theory of evolution tackle a subject that
is still a major focus of ethical debates today: the relation of science as a whole, and specifically evolutionary
ideas, to ethics and morality. Written toward the end of Huxley’s career when he was already famous as a
persuasive lecturer and a fascinating expositor of new ideas, these essays demonstrate his rhetorical gifts and
talent for explaining the importance of science to a lay audience.
"Evolution and Ethics," his last major talk delivered at Oxford in 1893, was written in response to the then
fashionable "Social Darwinism" popularized by philosopher Herbert Spencer. Spencer and his followers had
been labeling the poor, criminals, and other social undesirables as "unfit" and suggesting that society deal
with them as harshly as nature deals with the physically unfit. Huxley found this approach both morally
repugnant and a serious misapplication of Darwinian theory to the subject of ethics. Society progresses,
Huxley maintained, through individuals who prove themselves to be ethically the best, not physically the
most fit. Ethics is designed to curb our antisocial animal instincts and therefore must be detached from
natural competition.
In "Science and Morals," written some years earlier (1886), Huxley addresses three criticisms: namely, that
he and his associates refuse to take seriously anything that (1) cannot be verified by the senses, that (2) is
beyond the bounds of physical science, and that (3) cannot be subjected to laboratory experimentation and
chemical analysis. To all of these criticisms Huxley replies that he takes very seriously a host of mental
phenomena that do not, strictly speaking, fall within these narrow physical limits: the universal law of
causation, or the esthetic pleasure of the arts, or the truths of mathematics, for example. He goes on to say
that he repudiates the doctrine of Materialism as much as he does that of Spiritualism, and that he coined the
term "Agnostic" to apply to his own particular philosophical viewpoint. He concludes with comments on the
existence of God and free will, suggesting that science does not necessarily rule out either postulate.
Students of ethics, the history of science, and the ongoing debates over evolution will welcome this new
edition of two masterful essays by "Darwin’s Bulldog."
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From reader reviews:

Brian Wilson:

This Evolution and Ethics and Science and Morals (Great Minds Series) book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read a lot of information
you will get. This Evolution and Ethics and Science and Morals (Great Minds Series) without we understand
teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry
Evolution and Ethics and Science and Morals (Great Minds Series) can bring when you are and not make
your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even
mobile phone. This Evolution and Ethics and Science and Morals (Great Minds Series) having excellent
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Jacob Roberts:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Evolution and Ethics and Science and
Morals (Great Minds Series) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Maureen Guzman:

The reserve with title Evolution and Ethics and Science and Morals (Great Minds Series) includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of
the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Ida Torres:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Evolution and Ethics and Science and Morals
(Great Minds Series) was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Evolution and
Ethics and Science and Morals (Great Minds Series) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character
on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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