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An astonishing new portrait of a scientific icon

In this remarkable book, Adrian Desmond and James Moore restore the missing moral core of Darwin’s
evolutionary universe, providing a completely new account of how he came to his shattering theories about
human origins.

There has always been a mystery surrounding Darwin: How did this quiet, respectable gentleman, a pillar of
his parish, come to embrace one of the most radical ideas in the history of human thought? It’s difficult to
overstate just what Darwin was risking in publishing his theory of evolution. So it must have been something
very powerful—a moral fire, as Desmond and Moore put it—that propelled him. And that moral fire, they
argue, was a passionate hatred of slavery.

To make their case, they draw on a wealth of fresh manuscripts, unpublished family correspondence,
notebooks, diaries, and even ships’ logs. They show how Darwin’s abolitionism had deep roots in his
mother’s family and was reinforced by his voyage on the Beagle as well as by events in America—from the
rise of scientific racism at Harvard through the dark days of the Civil War.

Leading apologists for slavery in Darwin’s time argued that blacks and whites had originated as separate
species, with whites created superior. Darwin abhorred such "arrogance." He believed that, far from being
separate species, the races belonged to the same human family. Slavery was therefore a "sin," and abolishing
it became Darwin’s "sacred cause." His theory of evolution gave all the races—blacks and whites, animals
and plants—an ancient common ancestor and freed them from creationist shackles. Evolution meant
emancipation.

In this rich and illuminating work, Desmond and Moore recover Darwin’s lost humanitarianism. They argue
that only by acknowledging Darwin’s Christian abolitionist heritage can we fully understand the
development of his groundbreaking ideas. Compulsively readable and utterly persuasive, Darwin’s Sacred
Cause will revolutionize our view of the great naturalist.
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From reader reviews:

Della Richardson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed Darwin's
Sacred Cause: How a Hatred of Slavery Shaped Darwin's Views on Human Evolution? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book,
you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have some other opinion?

Ray Ortiz:

Darwin's Sacred Cause: How a Hatred of Slavery Shaped Darwin's Views on Human Evolution can be one
of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining however
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Darwin's Sacred Cause: How a Hatred of Slavery Shaped Darwin's Views on Human
Evolution but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial considering.

Richard Diller:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Darwin's Sacred Cause: How a
Hatred of Slavery Shaped Darwin's Views on Human Evolution is simple bringing you can read it in the
area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Monique Hightower:

You will get this Darwin's Sacred Cause: How a Hatred of Slavery Shaped Darwin's Views on Human
Evolution by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but
in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change.
Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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