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With the Soviet Union’s launch of the first Sputnik satellite in 1957, the Cold War soared to new heights as
Americans feared losing the race into space. The X-15 Rocket Plane tells the enthralling yet little-known
story of the hypersonic X-15, the winged rocket ship that met this challenge and opened the way into human-
controlled spaceflight.

Drawing on interviews with those who were there, Michelle Evans captures the drama and excitement of,
yes, rocket science: how to handle the heat generated at speeds up to Mach 7, how to make a rocket
propulsion system that could throttle, and how to safely reenter the atmosphere from space and make a
precision landing.

This book puts a human face on the feats of science and engineering that went into the X-15 program, many
of them critical to the development of the Space Shuttle. And, finally, it introduces us to the largely unsung
pilots of the X-15. By the time of the Apollo 11 moon landing, thirty-one American astronauts had flown into
space—eight of them astronaut-pilots of the X-15. The X-15 Rocket Plane restores these pioneers, and the
others who made it happen, to their rightful place in the history of spaceflight.

Browse more spaceflight books at upinspace.org.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Griffin:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the
crowded place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have
underestimated it for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then
having chance to remain than other is high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this
specific The X-15 Rocket Plane: Flying the First Wings into Space (Outward Odyssey: A People's History of
S) book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Gerard Williams:

This book untitled The X-15 Rocket Plane: Flying the First Wings into Space (Outward Odyssey: A People's
History of S) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store
or you can order it via online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to
read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your
requirements to past this publication from your list.

Loretta Faria:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill
your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should
read. If you want to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled The X-15 Rocket Plane: Flying the First
Wings into Space (Outward Odyssey: A People's History of S) can be excellent book to read. May be it is
usually best activity to you.

Octavio Martin:

The X-15 Rocket Plane: Flying the First Wings into Space (Outward Odyssey: A People's History of S) can
be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this e-book
has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into
satisfaction arrangement in writing The X-15 Rocket Plane: Flying the First Wings into Space (Outward
Odyssey: A People's History of S) although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could drawn
you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.
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