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The definitive biography of the most important economic statesman of our time

Sebastian Mallaby's magisterial biography of Alan Greenspan, the product of over five years of research
based on untrammeled access to his subject and his closest professional and personal intimates, brings into
vivid focus the mysterious point where the government and the economy meet. To understand Greenspan's
story isto see the economic and political landscape of the last 30 years--and the presidency from Reagan to
George W. Bush--in awhole new light. Asthe most influential economic statesman of his age, Greenspan
spent alifetime grappling with a momentous shift: the transformation of finance from the fixed and regulated
system of the post-war erato the free-for-all of the past quarter century. The story of Greenspan is also the
story of the making of modern finance, for good and for ill.

Greenspan's life is a quintessential American success story: raised by a single mother in the Jewish émigré
community of Washington Heights, he was a math prodigy who found a niche as a stats-crunching
consultant. A master at explaining the economic weather to captains of industry, he trandlated that skill into
advising Richard Nixon in his 1968 campaign. This led to a perch on the White House Council of Economic
Advisers, and then to adazzling array of business and government roles, from which the path to the Fed was
relatively clear. A fire-breathing libertarian and disciple of Ayn Rand in his youth who once called the Fed's
creation a historic mistake, Mallaby shows how Greenspan reinvented himself as a pragmatist once in power.
In hisanalysis, and in his core mission of keeping inflation in check, he was a maestro indeed, and hailed as
such. At his retirement in 2006, he was lauded as the age's necessary man, the veritable God in the machine,
the global economy's avatar. His memoirs sold for record sums to publishers around the world.

But then came 2008. Mallaby's story lands with both feet on the great crash which did so much to damage
Alan Greenspan's reputation. Mallaby argues that the conventional wisdom is off base: Greenspan wasn't a
naive ideologue who believed greater regulation was unnecessary. He had pressed for greater regulation of
some key areas of finance over the years, and had gotten nowhere. To argue that he didn't know therisksin
irrational marketsisto miss the point. He knew more than almost anyone; the question iswhy he didn't act,
and whether anyone else could or would have. A close reading of Greenspan's life provides fascinating
answers to these guestions, answers whose lessons we would do well to heed. Because perhaps Mallaby's
greatest lesson is that economic statesmanship, like political statesmanship, isthe art of the possible. The
Man Who Knew is a searching reckoning with what exactly comprised the art, and the possible, in the career
of Alan Greenspan.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:
Hilda Baker:

Now aday those who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resourcesin it can be true or not need people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be smart
in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Man Who Knew: The Life and
Times of Alan Greenspan book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

William Painter:

People livein this new moment of lifestyle aways make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get great deal of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we
will say absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of
activity do you have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your aternative in spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read will be The Man Who Knew: The Life and Times of Alan Greenspan.

Otto Tejeda:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like comic,
small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Man Who Knew: The Life and
Times of Alan Greenspan that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading practice all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for
al of you who wants to possibly be success person. So, for al you who want to start looking at as your good
habit, you are able to pick The Man Who Knew: The Life and Times of Alan Greenspan become your
personal starter.

Ellis Dunn:

As acollege student exactly feel bored to be ableto reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul
or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at thistime
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. Aswe know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Man Who Knew: The Life and Times of Alan
Greenspan can make you feel more interested to read.
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