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The Banana Wars: United States Intervention in the Caribbean, 1898-1934 offers a sweeping panorama of
America's tropical empire in the age spanned by the two Roosevelts and a detailed narrative of U.S. military
intervention in the Caribbean and Mexico. In this new edition, Professor Langley provides an updated
introduction, placing the scholarship in current historical context.

From the perspective of the Americans involved, the empire carved out by the banana warriors was a domain
of bickering Latin American politicians, warring tropical countries, and lawless societies that the American
military had been dispatched to police and tutor. Beginning with the Cuban experience, Langley examines
the motives and consequences of two military occupations and the impact of those interventions on a
professedly antimilitaristic American government and on its colonial agents in the Caribbean, the American
military. The result of the Cuban experience, Langley argues, was reinforcement of the view that the
American people did not readily accept prolonged military occupation of Caribbean countries.

In Nicaragua and Mexico, from 1909 to 1915, where economic and diplomatic pressures failed to bring the
results desired in Washington, the American military became the political arbiters; in Hispaniola, bluejackets
and marines took on the task of civilizing the tropics. In the late 1920s, with an imperial force largely of
marines, the American military waged its last banana war in Nicaragua against a guerrilla leader named
Augusto C. Sandino.

Langley not only narrates the history of America's tropical empire, but fleshes out the personalities of this
imperial era, including Leonard Wood and Fred Funston, U.S. Army, who left their mark on Cuba and Vera
Cruz; William F. Fullam and William Banks Caperton, U.S. Navy, who carried out their missions imbued
with old-school beliefs about their role as policemen in disorderly places; Smedley Butler and L.W.T.
Waller, Sr., U.S.M.C., who left the most lasting imprint of American empire; and dozens of Caribbean and
Mexican political figures caught up in America's tropical experiment. Finally, the author speaks to current
debates about unrest and conflict in the Caribbean with some disturbing reminders about earlier American
experiences.

A lively survey of a volatile period in inter-American relations, The Banana Wars is an excellent
supplemental text for courses in Latin American history and U.S.-Latin American relations.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Hayes:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider
while those information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Banana Wars: United States Intervention
in the Caribbean, 1898-1934 (Latin American Silhouettes) as the daily resource information.

Cheryl Grosvenor:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting The Banana Wars: United
States Intervention in the Caribbean, 1898-1934 (Latin American Silhouettes) that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the
method for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't
be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you may pick The
Banana Wars: United States Intervention in the Caribbean, 1898-1934 (Latin American Silhouettes) become
your personal starter.

Joseph Alderete:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be The Banana Wars: United States Intervention in the
Caribbean, 1898-1934 (Latin American Silhouettes) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider
with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Alice Prahl:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This The Banana Wars: United States Intervention in the
Caribbean, 1898-1934 (Latin American Silhouettes) can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look
at this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that might
be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why
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hesitate? We need to have The Banana Wars: United States Intervention in the Caribbean, 1898-1934 (Latin
American Silhouettes).
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