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In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, as German Jews struggled for legal emancipation and social
acceptance, they also embarked on a program of cultural renewal, two key dimensions of which were
distancing themselves from their fellow Ashkenazim in Poland and giving a special place to the Sephardim
of medieval Spain. Where they saw Ashkenazic Jewry asinsular and backward, aresult of Christian
persecution, they depicted the Sephardim as worldly, morally and intellectually superior, and beautiful,
products of the tolerant Muslim environment in which they lived. In this elegantly written book, John Efron
looks in depth at the specia allure Sephardic aesthetics held for German Jewry.

Efron examines how German Jews idealized the sound of Sephardic Hebrew and the Sephardim’s physical
and moral beauty, and shows how the allure of the Sephardic found expression in neo-Moorish synagogue
architecture, historical novels, and romanticized depictions of Sephardic history. He argues that the shapers
of German-Jewish culture imagined medieval Iberian Jewry as an exemplary Jewish community, bound by
tradition yet fully at home in the dominant culture of Muslim Spain. Efron argues that the myth of Sephardic
superiority was actually an expression of withering self-critique by German Jews who, by seeking to
transform Ashkenazic culture and win the acceptance of German society, hoped to enter their own golden
age.

Stimulating and provocative, this book demonstrates how the goal of this aesthetic self-refashioning was not
assimilation but rather the creation of a new form of German-Jewish identity inspired by Sephardic beauty.
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From reader reviews:
Katherine Oudllette;

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be alife style. Thisreading
habit give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of guide you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the German Jewry and the
Allure of the Sephardic is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Donna Sedillo:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work thisisdifficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be German Jewry and the Allure of the Sephardic why
because the excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide you
to pick up this book.

Edward Shaw:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of timeto read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. German Jewry and the Allure of the Sephardic can be your answer asit can be read by a person
who have those short extra time problems.

Jerald Higgins:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like German Jewry and
the Allure of the Sephardic which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? L et's observe.
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