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John Wilson did more than anyone el se to prevent and cure blindness, and help blind people, throughout the
world between the 1940s and his death in 1999. In addition, he made a significant contribution to the cause
of disabled people in general. His achievements deserve comparison with those of other charismatic figures
such as Helen Keller and Albert Schweitzer. A man of action and unflagging energy, with exceptional
determination, imagination and compassion, and analytical and organizational ability, he changed millions of
people's lives for the better by developing systems and techniques for preventing and curing blindness, and
by spurring on the process by which blind people have come to be able to play afull, active and creative role
in society. His story isamoving one. Blinded himself in a school experiment in 1931 at the age of twelve, he
went on to read law at Oxford. After joining the National Institute for the Blind as an administrator, he took
part in 1946-7 in an epic government-sponsored tour of the African and Middle Eastern territoriesin what
was then the British Empire that lasted nine months, studying the intractable problems of blindness there. It
led to the formation of what was to become the Royal Commonweslth Society for the Blind, now known as
Sight Savers International. In the wake of his sustained campaigns for the cure and prevention of blindness,
above al in Africa and the Indian sub-continent, underpinned by the indomitable support of hiswife Jean,
John Wilson became aleading activist and mentor for blind and disabled people both at the UN and world-
wide; and he was to found further important institutions such as the International Agency for the Prevention
of Blindness and Impact, which focusses on the universal challenge of avoidable disability. He was an
enthusiastic globe-trotter, a powerful orator, a much-loved member of hisfamily and a highly respected
friend and colleague of large numbers of people with whom he worked across the continents. Thisinspiring
tale of how one remarkable man travelled the world and transformed countless lives will have a strong
appeal to the general public. It will also be of direct interest to people involved in charities and other
ingtitutions, particularly those concerned with blindness and disability. Meticulously researched, itis
primarily based on John Wilson's Braille diaries and his other papers, the records at Sight Savers and
interviews in many different countries with people who knew him. Lord Colin Low, chairman, Royal
National Institute of the Blind: 'l have just finished reading Blindness and the Visionary and felt | must write
and tell you how enthralling | found it...[it is] an absolutely splendid addition to the literature on blindness, in
every way worthy of its subject." Ramachanda Parargjasegaram, consultant to World Health Organization, in
International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness Review: '...the story, related with sensitivity and
objectivity, of aunique personality destined...to become a globally renowned voice, rendering a clarion call
to action, against avoidable disablement...I have had immense enjoyment reading this book, which has
deepened my understanding even better of the humanity behind John Wilson. | feel re-inspired, re-enthused
and re-energized to help carry out what we have collaboratively pledged to do...No reader would fail to be
inspired by this book on [hig] life and work, so expertly put together by John Coles..." New Beacon: 'John
Wilson was once described on a Desert Island Discs interview as 'one of life's doers. He was a towering
figure on the international scene, whose inspiring leadership of the Royal Commonweslth Society for the
Blind, the International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness and the Impact Foundation affected the lives
of millions...This comprehensive new biography by the non-executive chairman of Sight Savers
International...sheds a wealth of new light on his remarkable life.' Ba
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From reader reviews:
George Hinnenkamp:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. Aswe know that book isimportant matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Blindness and the Visionary: The Life
and Work of John Wilson: The First Daisy Book for All, Containing These CD- will make you to become
smarter. You can feel alot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that
open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have
you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Daniel Rogers:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which isinside former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge
disadvantage for you. All those possihilities will not happen throughout you if you take Blindness and the
Visionary: The Life and Work of John Wilson: The First Daisy Book for All, Containing These CD- as your
daily resource information.

Lisa Jennings:

Blindness and the Visionary: The Life and Work of John Wilson: The First Daisy Book for All, Containing
These CD- can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because
this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining however delivering the information. The copy writer giving hisher effort that will put every
word into delight arrangement in writing Blindness and the Visionary: The Life and Work of John Wilson:
The First Daisy Book for All, Containing These CD- however doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Kirk Banks:

Reading a book to be new life stylein this year; every people lovesto learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, these us novel, comics, and aso soon. The
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