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In this absorbing book, George McKenna ranges across the entire panorama of American history to track the
development of American patriotism. That patriotism—shaped by Reformation Protestantism and imbued
with the American Puritan belief in a providential “errand”—has evolved over 350 years and influenced
American political culture in both positive and negative ways, McKenna shows. The germ of the patriotism,
an activist theology that stressed collective rather than individual salvation, began in the late 1630s in New
England and traveled across the continent, eventually becoming a national phenomenon. Today, American
patriotism still reflects its origins in the seventeenth century.
 
By encouraging cohesion in a nation of diverse peoples and inspiring social reform, American patriotism has
sometimes been a force for good. But the book also uncovers a darker side of the nation’s patriotism—a
prejudice against the South in the nineteenth century, for example, and a tendency toward nativism and anti-
Catholicism. Ironically, a great reversal has occurred, and today the most fervent believers in the Puritan
narrative are the former “outsiders”—Catholics and Southerners. McKenna offers an interesting new
perspective on patriotism’s role throughout American history, and he concludes with trenchant thoughts on
its role in the post-9/11 era.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Gatling:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Puritan Origins of American Patriotism as the daily
resource information.

Randolph Dilworth:

This The Puritan Origins of American Patriotism is great book for you because the content which can be full
of information for you who else always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it data accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having The
Puritan Origins of American Patriotism in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this
publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt
that?

Donald Diaz:

The book untitled The Puritan Origins of American Patriotism contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author will take you in
the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Augustus Chase:

You can get this The Puritan Origins of American Patriotism by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.
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