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It is conventional wisdom that there is a grave crisis in our criminal courts: the widespread reliance on plea-
bargaining and the settlement of most cases with just a few seconds before the judge endanger the rights of
defendants. Not so, says Malcolm Feeley in this provocative and original book. Basing his argument on
intensive study of the lower criminal court system, Feeley demonstrates that the absence of formal “due
process” is preferred by all of the court’s participants, and especially by defendants. Moreover, he argues, “it
is not all clear that as a group defendants would be better off in a more ‘formal’ court system,” since the real
costs to those accused of misdemeanors and lesser felonies are not the fines and prison sentences meted out
by the court, but the costs incurred before the case even comes before the judge—lost wages from missed
work, commissions to bail bondsmen, attorney’s fees, and wasted time. Therefore, the overriding interest of
the accused is not to secure the formal trappings of the judicial process, but to minimize the time, and
money, spent dealing with the court.

Focusing on New Haven, Connecticut’s, lower court, Feeley found that the defense and prosecution often
agreed that the pre-trial process was sufficient to “teach the defendant a lesson.” In effect, Feeley
demonstrates that the informal practices of the lower courts as they are presently constituted are more “just”
than they are usually given credit for being.

“... a book that should be read by anyone who is interested in understanding how courts work and how the
criminal sanction is administered in modern, complex societies.”— Barry Mahoney, Institute for Court
Management, Denver

“It is grounded in a firm grasp of theory as well as thorough field research.”—Jack B. Weinstein, U.S.
District Court Judge." a feature that has long been the hallmark of good American sociology: it recreates a
believable world of real men and women.”—Paul Wiles, Law & Society Review.

"This book's findings are well worth the attention of the serious criminal justice student, and the analyses
reveal a thoughtful, probing, and provocative intelligence....an important contribution to the debate on the
role and limits of discretion in American criminal justice. It deserves to be read by all those who are
interested in the outcome of the debate." —Jerome H. Skolnick, American Bar Foundation Research Journal
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From reader reviews:

Wilma Hines:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Process is the Punishment: Handling Cases in a Lower
Criminal Court. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important any book The Process is the Punishment: Handling Cases in a Lower Criminal Court. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or
even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Megan Rivera:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As it
is known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book The Process is the Punishment: Handling
Cases in a Lower Criminal Court had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you
can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication The Process is the Punishment:
Handling Cases in a Lower Criminal Court is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship with the book The Process is the Punishment: Handling Cases in a Lower Criminal Court.
You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Sylvia Medina:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
The Process is the Punishment: Handling Cases in a Lower Criminal Court will give you new experience in
reading a book.

Rodolfo Born:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just searching for the The Process is the Punishment: Handling Cases in a Lower Criminal Court when
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