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Recognizing that the seventeenth century's volatile debate over apocalyptic interpretation has since become a
one-sided discussion, Esther Gilman Richey develops a context that recovers the dynamism so inherent in
the writings of the period and provides illuminating details that enhance the prophetic continuum. The
Palitics of Revelation in the English Renaissance does not ignore the familiar prophetic verse of Spenser and
Milton, but it significantly expands the scope of study by examining the interpretations of both men and
women who represent arange of ecclesiastical and political perspectives.

Richey rejects Barbara Lewalski's claim that the radical, prophetic writers and metaphysical poets of the
seventeenth century drew inspiration from distinct biblical models, the former from the Apocalypse and the
latter from the Psalms. Instead she contends that even writers such as Donne and Herbert, whom we have
long considered "literary,” were in reality using their poetry to participate in the hottest debates of the time.

While the radical writers, such as Spenser and Milton, were immediately responsive to ecclesiastical and
political controversies, the conservative, metaphysical poets—Donne, Herbert, and V aughan—were posing
equally politically charged questions: Isthe pope Antichrist? Isthe Bride of Christ pure? Isthe Temple a
model of ecclesiastical reform? The writers of the period did not move in divided and distinguished worlds,
but in fact constantly responded to one another through poetic and politically charged dialogue.

By drawing from the writings of various individuals, both radical and conformist, male and female, Richey
traces the shifting representations of the apocalyptic Bride and Temple over time. Organized chronologically,
the chapters of The Palitics of Revelation in the English Renaissance reveal the escalating debate among the
pacifists, conformists, militants, and feminists. Not only does Richey uncover the prophetic dimension of
conformist writers usually described as apolitical and devotional, but she also explores the writings of lesser-
known women prophets: Aemilia Lanyer, Mary Cary, Anna Trapnel, and Margaret Fell. In such biblical
passages as the apocalyptic "woman clothed with the sun," these early feminists find the authority for their
own prophetic speech.

This provocative analysis—at once far-reaching and tightly focused—reveals the complexity of the
apocalyptic discourse that transpired among Renaissance writers and poets.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Vanness:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students since they're still students or it for al peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just smply you can be answered for that issue above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't wish do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book The Palitics of Revelation in the
English Renaissance. All type of book can you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet sources
or other social media.

Joy Carlson:

Typically the book The Politics of Revelation in the English Renaissance will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the ideais very unique. When you try to find new
book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Palitics of Revelation in the English
Renaissance is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can quickly to read the book.

Kristin Sayler:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Palitics of Revelation in the English Renaissance was
bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Politics of Revelation in the
English Renaissance has many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are
make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try
to like reading that will.

Justin Tapscott:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart
and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. Aswe
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this The Politics of Revelation in the English Renaissance can make you really
feel more interested to read.
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