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“Music illuminates a person and provides him with his last hope; even Stalin, a butcher, knew that.” So said
the Russian composer Dmitri Shostakovich, whose first compositions in the 1920s identified him as an
avant-garde wunderkind. But that same singularity became a liability a decade later under the totalitarian rule
of Stalin, with his unpredictable grounds for the persecution of artists. Solomon Volkov—who cowrote
Shostakovich’s controversial 1979 memoir, Testimony—describes how this lethal uncertainty affected the
composer’s life and work.

Volkov, an authority on Soviet Russian culture, shows us the “holy fool” in Shostakovich: the truth speaker
who dared to challenge the supreme powers. We see how Shostakovich struggled to remain faithful to
himself in his music and how Stalin fueled that struggle: one minute banning his work, the next encouraging
it. We see how some of Shostakovich’s contemporaries—Mandelstam, Bulgakov, and Pasternak among
them—fell victim to Stalin’s manipulations and how Shostakovich barely avoided the same fate. And we see
the psychological price he paid for what some perceived as self-serving aloofness and others saw as
rightfully defended individuality.

This is a revelatory account of the relationship between one of the twentieth century’s greatest composers
and one of its most infamous tyrants.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Margarito Rone:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Shostakovich and Stalin: The Extraordinary
Relationship Between the Great Composer and the Brutal Dictato r. You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book Shostakovich and Stalin:
The Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great Composer and the Brutal Dictato r. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple matter
until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well as searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go
through.

George Medrano:

The book Shostakovich and Stalin: The Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great Composer and the
Brutal Dictato r can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we
leave the great thing like a book Shostakovich and Stalin: The Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great
Composer and the Brutal Dictato r? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which
book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book Shostakovich and Stalin: The Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great Composer and the Brutal
Dictato r has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Harrison Bowman:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Shostakovich and Stalin: The
Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great Composer and the Brutal Dictato r that give your fun
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be
mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to
end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you are able
to pick Shostakovich and Stalin: The Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great Composer and the
Brutal Dictato r become your own starter.

Katie Broadnax:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you have to do is just
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spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the top
collection in your reading list is Shostakovich and Stalin: The Extraordinary Relationship Between the Great
Composer and the Brutal Dictato r. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get
you closer in getting precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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