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Everything seemed to be going the Phillies’ way. Up by 6 1/2 games with just 12 left to play in the 1964
season, they appeared to have clinched their first pennant in more than a decade. Outfielder Johnny Callison
narrowly missed being the National League MVP. Third baseman Richie Allen was Rookie of the Year. But
the "Fightin’ Phils" didn’t make it to the postseason—they lost 10 straight and finished a game behind the St.
Louis Cardinals. Besides engineering the greatest collapse of any team in major league baseball history, the
’64 Phillies had another, more important distinction: they were Philadelphia’s first truly integrated baseball
team. In September Swoon William Kashatus tells the dramatic story—both on the field and off the field—of
the Phillies’ bittersweet season of 1964.

More than any other team in Philadelphia’s sports history, the ’64 Phillies saddled the city with a reputation
for being a "loser." Even when victory seemed assured, Philadelphia found a way to lose. Unfortunately, the
collapse, dubbed the "September swoon," was the beginning of a self-destructive skid in both team play and
racial integration, for the very things that made the players unique threatened to tear the team apart. An
antagonistic press and contentious fans blamed Richie Allen, the Phillies’ first black superstar, for the team’s
losing ways, accusing him of dividing the team along racial lines. Allen manipulated the resulting
controversy in the hopes that he would be traded, but in the process he managed to further fray already
tenuous race relations.

Based on personal interviews, player biographies, and newspaper accounts, September Swoon brings to life a
season and a team that got so many Philadelphians, both black and white, to care deeply and passionately
about the game at a turbulent period in the city’s—and our nation’s—history. The hometown fans reveled in
their triumphs and cried in their defeat, because they saw in them a reflection of themselves. The ’64 Phillies
not only won over the loyalties of a racially divided city, but gave Philadelphians a reason to dream—of a
pennant, of a contender, and of a City of Brotherly Love.
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From reader reviews:

William Meadows:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book September Swoon: Richie Allen, the '64 Phillies, and
Racial Integration (Keystone Books®) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

John Jones:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping September Swoon: Richie Allen, the
'64 Phillies, and Racial Integration (Keystone Books®) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know
world far better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for
every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick September Swoon: Richie Allen, the
'64 Phillies, and Racial Integration (Keystone Books®) become your starter.

Gary Simms:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this September Swoon: Richie Allen, the
'64 Phillies, and Racial Integration (Keystone Books®) guide written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal
hunger then you still hesitation September Swoon: Richie Allen, the '64 Phillies, and Racial Integration
(Keystone Books®) as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one guide that can
break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Teresa Hanson:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media.
You can choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is identified as of book September Swoon: Richie Allen, the '64 Phillies, and Racial Integration (Keystone
Books®). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your
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knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about guide. It
can bring you from one location to other place.
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