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Published in 1774, Essay on Gardens is one of the earliest texts showing the progressive shift in French taste
from the classical model of the gardens at Versailles to the picturesque or natural style of garden design in
the late eighteenth century. In this formulation of his ideas concerning landscape, Claude-Henri Watelet
describes an ideal farm and also his own very real garden, Moulin Joli, near Paris. He advances the theory
that the useful and the pleasurable must be combined in the planning, preservation, and decoration of the
land by offering a relatively novel design that uses experimental methods to create a comfortable estate. The
result is a horticultural and ecological laboratory that includes a residence, a farm, stables, a dairy, an apiary,
a mill, walks, vistas, flower beds, an area reserved for medicinal plants, decorative statues, a medical
laboratory, and even a small infirmary for ailing members of the community.

Given the wide scholarly interest in the field of garden design and its history, this first English edition of
Watelet's small but influential book will interest historians of landscape design as well as students of the
history of architecture. Joseph Disponzio's informative introduction to Samuel Danon's masterful translation
situates the Essay on Gardens within the framework of other landscape and garden treatises of the late
eighteenth century.

Although the original text was not illustrated, this edition includes a selection of charming drawings and
etchings of Moulin Joli by Watelet himself, Hubert Robert, and others.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Cook:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. That's
why, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Essay on Gardens: A
Chapter in the French Picturesque (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) book as beginner and daily
reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Maria Antoine:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or data even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Essay on Gardens: A Chapter in the
French Picturesque (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) is our recommendation so you keep up with
the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

James Martin:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon.
The Essay on Gardens: A Chapter in the French Picturesque (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) will
give you a new experience in examining a book.

Cathie Moss:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide Essay on Gardens: A Chapter in the French Picturesque (Penn Studies in
Landscape Architecture) was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your science competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
advantage of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many
ways to get book that you wanted.
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