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The astonishing story of America’s airwaves, the two friends—one a media mogul, the other a famous
inventor—who made them available to us, and the government which figured out how to put a price on air.

This is the origin story of the airwaves—the foundational technology of the communications age—as told
through the forty-year friendship of an entrepreneurial industrialist and a brilliant inventor.

David Sarnoff, the head of RCA and equal parts Steve Jobs, Jack Welch, and William Randolph Hearst, was
the greatest supporter of his friend Edwin Armstrong, developer of the first amplifier, the modern radio
transmitter, and FM radio. Sarnoff was convinced that Armstrong’s inventions had the power to change the
way societies communicated with each other forever. He would become a visionary captain of the media
industry, even predicting the advent of the Internet.

In the mid-1930s, however, when Armstrong suspected Sarnoff of orchestrating a cadre of government
officials to seize control of the FM airwaves, he committed suicide. Sarnoff had a very different view of who
his friend’s enemies were.

Many corrupt politicians and corporations saw in Armstrong’s inventions the opportunity to commodify our
most ubiquitous natural resource—the air. This early alliance between high tech and business set the
precedent for countless legal and industrial battles over broadband and licensing bandwidth, many of which
continue to influence policy and debate today.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Stratton:

This The Network: The Battle for the Airwaves and the Birth of the Communications Age are reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this The Network: The Battle for the
Airwaves and the Birth of the Communications Age can be one of many great books you must have is
usually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that
possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go
and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Network: The
Battle for the Airwaves and the Birth of the Communications Age forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day task. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Elmer Dooley:

The Network: The Battle for the Airwaves and the Birth of the Communications Age can be one of your
beginner books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has good
vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing The Network: The Battle for the Airwaves and the Birth of the Communications Age
yet doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe
you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial
contemplating.

Jan Dixon:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just lying down
on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Network: The Battle for the Airwaves and the Birth of
the Communications Age can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides
have than the others?

Charles Gray:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book The Network: The Battle for the Airwaves and the Birth
of the Communications Age was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The
Network: The Battle for the Airwaves and the Birth of the Communications Age has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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