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In the decades following the Mexican Revolution, regional strongmen vied with powerful generals and
popular rebels for control of Mexico’s future. During this era of uprisings, government corruption, and
political intrigue, Mexico took its first, faltering steps toward democracy. In the midst of the turmoil,
plainclothes agents, traveling under multiple aliases and reporting in code to their superiors, served as “the
eyes and ears” of the national government. 

In Spies, Politics, and Power: El Departamento Confidencial en México, 1922–1946, Joseph A. Stout traces
the development of Mexico’s Departamento Confidencial (Confidential Department) from the years of its
infancy to its later incarnation as a fully fledged international espionage agency on the order of the CIA,
Russian KGB, and German Gestapo. Stout charts the department’s evolution under the administration of
several powerful presidents—and a handful of puppets—from the postrevolutionary period through World
War II, when the agency turned its attention from monitoring internal threats to focus on matters of national
security. Stout devotes special attention to the agency’s wartime role in the investigation and containment of
individuals whose Axis ties made them objects of government suspicion.

Offering a twist on conventional history, Stout takes us behind the political curtain to illuminate the crucial
role played by an unlikely assortment of government bureaucrats, international spies, low-ranking agents,
and office clerks within the drama of Mexican nationhood. In his comprehensive and thoroughly researched
account, Stout offers a narrative propelled not by the back-and-forth of rebel violence and brutal
reprisal—though there is no dearth of such material—but by a story driven by the power of information. For
Stout, intelligence, as much as military might, is the key to political power and the engine of national
formation.

A work rich in primary sources, Spies integrates details culled from archived letters and agent reports into
the broader framework of Mexican politics and society in the first half of the twentieth century. In his
unconventional approach, Stout sheds new light on the means and motivations of some of the period’s most
influential figures.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Scott:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Spies,
Politics, and Power: El Departamento Confidencial en México? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
already know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

John McGinnis:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Spies, Politics, and Power: El Departamento Confidencial en México book is
readable simply by you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The
writer regarding Spies, Politics, and Power: El Departamento Confidencial en México content conveys
prospect easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Spies, Politics, and Power: El Departamento
Confidencial en México is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Tiffany Reyes:

Beside this Spies, Politics, and Power: El Departamento Confidencial en México in your phone, it could give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have Spies, Politics, and Power: El Departamento Confidencial en México because
this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you would not
get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable
agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss it? Find this book and read it from at this point!

John Wiser:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Spies, Politics, and Power: El Departamento
Confidencial en México to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the impression about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to start a book and study it. Beside that the e-book Spies, Politics, and Power: El Departamento Confidencial
en México can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must
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you're doing of this time.
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