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As a concept, deterrence has launched a thousand books and articles. It has dominated Western strategic
thinking for more than four decades. In this important and groundbreaking new book, Lawrence Freedman
develops a distinctive approach to the evaluation of deterrence as both a state of mind and a strategic option.
This approach is applied to post-cold war crisis management, and the utility and relevance of the concept is
addressed in relation to US strategic practice post-9/11, particularly in the light of the apparent preference of
the Bush Administration for the alternative concept of pre-emption.

The study of deterrence has been hampered by the weight of the intellectual baggage accumulated since the
end of the Second World War. Exaggerated notions of what deterrence might achieve were developed, only
to be to knocked down by academic critique. In this book, Freedman charts the evolution of the
contemporary concept of deterrence, and discusses whether - and how - it still has relevance in today's world.
He considers constructivist as well as realist approaches and draws on criminological as well as strategic
studies literature to develop a concept of a norms-based, as opposed to an interest-based, deterrence. This
book will be essential reading for students of politics and international relations as well as all those interested
in contemporary strategic thought.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Games:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close
to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Deterrence will make you to end up being smarter.
You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in which open
or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have
you looking for best book or suited book with you?

Crystal Dewitt:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Deterrence,
you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Marisa Reber:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more
time to be read. Deterrence can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short spare
time problems.

Kenton Marshall:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Deterrence can be the respond to, oh how comes?
A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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