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This book is the first to explore the history of a powerful category of illicit sex in America’s past: liaisons
between Southern white women and black men. Martha Hodes tells a series of stories about such liaisons in
the years before the Civil War, explores the complex ways in which white Southerners tolerated them in the
slave South, and shows how and why these responses changed with emancipation.

Hodes provides details of the wedding of a white servant-woman and a slave man in 1681, an antebellum
rape accusation that uncovered a relationship between an unmarried white woman and a slave, and a divorce
plea from a white farmer based on an adulterous affair between his wife and a neighborhood slave. Drawing
on sources that include courtroom testimony, legislative petitions, pardon pleas, and congressional
testimony, she presents the voices of the authorities, eyewitnesses, and the transgressors themselves—and
these voices seem to say that in the slave South, whites were not overwhelmingly concerned about such
liaisons, beyond the racial and legal status of the children that were produced. Only with the advent of black
freedom did the issue move beyond neighborhood dramas and into the arena of politics, becoming a much
more serious taboo than it had ever been before. Hodes gives vivid examples of the violence that followed
the upheaval of war, when black men and white women were targeted by the Ku Klux Klan and
unprecedented white rage and terrorism against such liaisons began to erupt. An era of terror and lynchings
was inaugurated, and the legacy of these sexual politics lingered well into the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Chapman:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
White Women, Black Men, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a book.

Miriam Ellis:

The guide untitled White Women, Black Men is the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the
quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of research when write the book,
to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of White
Women, Black Men from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Michael Stanford:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read will be White Women, Black Men.

Richard Ma:

Beside that White Women, Black Men in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't
possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have
White Women, Black Men because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have
book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss that? Find this book and read it from now!
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