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Widely acclaimed at the time of its publication, the life story of the most controversial, volatile,
misunderstood provision of the Bill of Rights.

At atime of increasing gun violence in America, Waldman's book provoked a wide range of discussion. This
book looks at history to provide some surprising, illuminating answers.

The Amendment was written to calm public fear that the new national government would crush the state
militias made up of all (white) adult men—who were required to own a gun to serve. Waldman recounts the
raucous public debate that has surrounded the amendment from its inception to the present. As the country
spread to the Western frontier, violence spread too. But through it all, gun control was abundant. In the
twentieth century, with Prohibition and gangsterism, the first federal control laws were passed. In al four
separate times the Supreme Court ruled against a constitutional right to own a gun.

The present debate picked up in the 1970s—part of a backlash to the liberal 1960s and a resurgence of
libertarianism. A newly radicalized NRA entered the campaign to oppose gun control and elevate the status
of an obscure constitutional provision. In 2008, in a case that reached the Court after afocused drive by
conservative lawyers, the US Supreme Court ruled for the first time that the Constitution protects an
individual right to gun ownership. Famous for histheory of “originalism,” Justice Antonin Scalia twisted it
in this instance to base his argument on contemporary conditions.

In The Second Amendment: A Biography, Michael Waldman shows that our view of the amendment is set, at

each stage, not by a pristine constitutional text, but by the push and pull, the rough and tumble of political
advocacy and public agitation.
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From reader reviews:
Leonard Parnéll:

The book The Second Amendment: A Biography can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book The Second
Amendment: A Biography? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The
Second Amendment: A Biography has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function
for you. Y ou can appearance the enormous world by open up and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Jennifer Case:

The reason why? Because this The Second Amendment: A Biography is an unordinary book that the inside
of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such amazing way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning entirely. So, it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give
you alot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking means. So, still want to hold off having that book? If | have been you | will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Steven Connell:

The Second Amendment: A Biography can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but neverthel ess delivering the information.
The article writer giving his’her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Second
Amendment: A Biography but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information could drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial considering.

Selma L ang:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Second
Amendment: A Biography which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's
notice.
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