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Starting with the premise that suburban films, residential neighborhoods, chain restaurants, malls, and
megachurches are compelling forms (topos) that shape and materialize the everyday lives of residents and
visitors, Greg Dickinson’s Suburban Dreams offers arhetorically attuned critical analysis of contemporary
American suburbs and the “good life” their residents pursue.

Dickinson’s analysis suggests that the good life is rooted in memory and locality, both of which are
foundations for creating a sense of safety central to the success of suburbs. His argument is situated first in a
discussion of the intersections among buildings, cities, and the good life and the challenges to these
relationships wrought by the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. The argument then turnsto rich, fully-
embodied analyses of suburban films and a series of archetypal suburban landscapes to explore how
memory, locality, and safety interact in constructing the suburban imaginary. Moving from the pastoralism
of residential neighborhoods and chain restaurants like Olive Garden and Macaroni Grill, through the
megachurch’s veneration of suburban malls to the mixed-use lifestyle center’ s nostal gic invocation of urban
downtowns, Dickinson complicates traditional understandings of the ways suburbs situate residents and
visitorsin time and place.

The analysis suggests that the suburban good life is devoted to family. Framed by the discourses of consumer
culture, the suburbs often privilege walls and roots to an expansive vision of worldliness. At the same time,
devel opments such as farmers markets suggest a continued striving by suburbanites to form relationshipsin a
richer, more organic fashion.

Dickinson’s work eschews casually dismissive attitudes toward the suburbs and the pursuit of the good life.
Rather, he succeeds in showing how by identifying the positive rhetorical resources the suburbs supply, itis
in fact possible to engage with the suburbs intentionally, thoughtfully, and rigorously. Beyond an analysis of
the suburban imaginary, Suburban Dreams demonstrates how a critical engagement with everyday places
can enrich daily life. The book provides much of interest to students and scholars of rhetoric, communication
studies, public memory, American studies, architecture, and urban planning.
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From reader reviews:
Florence Booth:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book isimportant point to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Suburban Dreams: Imagining and Building the
Good Life (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel
considerably more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or
reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have
you looking for best book or suited book with you?

CarlosVickers;

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friendsisthing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but till relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Suburban Dreams. Imagining and
Building the Good Life (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Cirit), it is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent
combination right, you still want to missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout
folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Sharon Grace:

Suburban Dreams:. Imagining and Building the Good Life (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc Crit) can be one of
your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The copy writer giving hisher effort to get every word into joy
arrangement in writing Suburban Dreams: Imagining and Building the Good Life (Albma Rhetoric Cult &
Soc Crit) yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details
that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage of crucial
contempl ating.

Elizabeth M aez:

Reading a book to get new life stylein this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get alot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, smply
because book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Suburban Dreams: Imagining and Building the Good Life (Albma Rhetoric Cult & Soc
Crit) will give you new experience in examining a book.
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