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The Olmec who anciently inhabited Mexico's southern Gulf Coast organized their once-egalitarian society
into chiefdoms during the Formative period (1400 BC to AD 300). This increase in political complexity
coincided with the development of village agriculture, which has led scholars to theorize that agricultural
surpluses gave aspiring Olmec leaders control over vital resources and thus a power base on which to build
authority and exact tribute.

In this book, Amber VanDerwarker conducts the first multidisciplinary analysis of subsistence patterns at
two Olmec settlements to offer a fuller understanding of how the development of political complexity was
tied to both agricultural practices and environmental factors. She uses plant and animal remains, as well as
isotopic data, to trace the intensification of maize agriculture during the Late Formative period. She also
examines how volcanic eruptions in the region affected subsistence practices and settlement patterns.
Through these multiple sets of data, VanDerwarker presents convincing evidence that Olmec and epi-Olmec
lifeways of farming, hunting, and fishing were driven by both political and environmental pressures and that
the rise of institutionalized leadership must be understood within the ecological context in which it occurred.
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From reader reviews:

Julia Hayes:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like examining a
book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you will
need this Farming, Hunting, and Fishing in the Olmec World (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-
Columbian Studies).

Jane Nelsen:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important normally. The book Farming, Hunting, and Fishing in the Olmec World (Linda
Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) had been making you to know about other knowledge
and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Farming, Hunting,
and Fishing in the Olmec World (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) is not only
giving you more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your
personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book Farming, Hunting, and
Fishing in the Olmec World (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies). You never really
feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Mary Bunch:

The guide untitled Farming, Hunting, and Fishing in the Olmec World (Linda Schele Series in Maya and
Pre-Columbian Studies) is the e-book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the
reserve content that will be shown to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The writer was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they
share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Farming, Hunting,
and Fishing in the Olmec World (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Felecia Holst:

You could spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Farming, Hunting, and Fishing in the
Olmec World (Linda Schele Series in Maya and Pre-Columbian Studies) is simple to develop you can read it
in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your
smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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