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NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY THE NEW YORK TIMES BOOK
REVIEW AND THE BOSTON GLOBE

This richly entertaining biography chronicles the eventful life of Queen Victoria’s firstborn son, the
quintessential black sheep of Buckingham Palace, who matured into as wise and effective a monarch as
Britain has ever seen. Granted unprecedented access to the royal archives, noted scholar Jane Ridley draws
on numerous primary sources to paint a vivid portrait of the man and the age to which he gave his name.
 
Born Prince Albert Edward, and known to familiars as “Bertie,” the future King Edward VII had a well-
earned reputation for debauchery. A notorious gambler, glutton, and womanizer, he preferred the company
of wastrels and courtesans to the dreary life of the Victorian court. His own mother considered him a lazy
halfwit, temperamentally unfit to succeed her. When he ascended to the throne in 1901, at age fifty-nine,
expectations were low. Yet by the time he died nine years later, he had proven himself a deft diplomat,
hardworking head of state, and the architect of Britain’s modern constitutional monarchy.
 
Jane Ridley’s colorful biography rescues the man once derided as “Edward the Caresser” from the clutches
of his historical detractors. Excerpts from letters and diaries shed new light on Bertie’s long power struggle
with Queen Victoria, illuminating one of the most emotionally fraught mother-son relationships in history.
Considerable attention is paid to King Edward’s campaign of personal diplomacy abroad and his valiant
efforts to reform the political system at home. Separating truth from legend, Ridley also explores Bertie’s
relationships with the women in his life. Their ranks comprised his wife, the stunning Danish princess
Alexandra, along with some of the great beauties of the era: the actress Lillie Langtry, longtime “royal
mistress” Alice Keppel (the great-grandmother of Camilla Parker Bowles), and Lady Randolph Churchill,
mother of Winston.
 
Edward VII waited nearly six decades for his chance to rule, then did so with considerable panache and
aplomb. A magnificent life of an unexpectedly impressive king, The Heir Apparent documents the
remarkable transformation of a man—and a monarchy—at the dawn of a new century.

Praise for The Heir Apparent
 
“If [The Heir Apparent] isn’t the definitive life story of this fascinating figure of British history, then nothing
ever will be.”—The Christian Science Monitor

“The Heir Apparent is smart, it’s fascinating, it’s sometimes funny, it’s well-documented and it reads like a
novel, with Bertie so vivid he nearly leaps from the page, cigars and all.”—Minneapolis Star Tribune
 
“I closed The Heir Apparent with admiration and a kind of wry exhilaration.”—The Wall Street Journal
 
“Ridley is a serious scholar and historian, who keeps Bertie’s flaws and virtues in a fine balance.”—The
Boston Globe
 
“Brilliantly entertaining . . . a landmark royal biography.”—The Sunday Telegraph
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“Superb.”—The New York Times Book Review

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Gerald Stewart:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
we know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Heir Apparent: A Life of Edward VII, the
Playboy Prince was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The publication The Heir Apparent: A Life of Edward VII, the
Playboy Prince is not only giving you more new information but also to get your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while
using book The Heir Apparent: A Life of Edward VII, the Playboy Prince. You never really feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Evelyn Rodrigue:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The Heir Apparent: A
Life of Edward VII, the Playboy Prince book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Wanda Leopard:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking The Heir Apparent: A Life of
Edward VII, the Playboy Prince that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction only
for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who
want to start reading through as your good habit, you could pick The Heir Apparent: A Life of Edward VII,
the Playboy Prince become your starter.

Sandra Bryson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Heir Apparent: A Life of Edward
VII, the Playboy Prince which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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