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For commoners in the Qing dynasty, the most salient agents of the imperial state were not the emperor's
appointed officials but rather the clerks and runners of the county yamen, the lowest level of functionaries in
the Qing state's administrative hierarchy. Yet until now we have known very little about these critically
important persons beyond the caricatured portrayals of corruption and venality left by Qing high officials and
elites.
Drawing from the rich archival records of Ba county, Sichuan, the author challenges the simplicity of these
portrayals by taking us inside the county yamen to provide the first detailed look at local administrative
practice from the perspective of those who actually carried it out. Who were the county clerks and runners?
How were they recruited, organized, disciplined, and rewarded? What was the economic basis for a career in
the yamen? How did clerks and runners view themselves as well as legitimize their role in Qing government?
And what impact did their interests and practices have on symbolically laden elements of imperial
government such as the magistrate's court?
In addressing these questions, the author traverses the disjuncture between statutory regulations and the
realities of daily administrative practice, uncovering a realm of informal, semiautonomous, yet highly
structured and even rationalized procedures. Although frequently in violation of formal law, this extra-
statutory system nevertheless remained an irreducible component of local government under the Qing.
Recognizing the centrality of such informal practice to yamen administration forces us to rethink not only
traditional assumptions concerning local corruption in the Qing, but also the ways in which we conceptualize
the boundaries between state and society in late imperial China.
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Robitaille:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question because just
their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because
start from on pre-school until university need that Talons and Teeth (Law, Society, and Culture in China) to
read.

Theresa Pepper:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Talons and Teeth (Law, Society, and Culture
in China) is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not
have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to
read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when one buys this book.

Lily Terry:

Beside this kind of Talons and Teeth (Law, Society, and Culture in China) in your phone, it could possibly
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have Talons and Teeth (Law, Society, and Culture in China) because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book along
with read it from now!

William Wood:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Talons and Teeth (Law,
Society, and Culture in China).
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