Jungle Laboratories. Mexican Peasants, National
Projects, and the Making of the Pill

Gabriela Soto Laveaga

Read Online ©

PDF File: Jungle Laboratories: M exican Peasants, National Projects, and the Making of the Pill...


http://ibooko.club/go/read01.php?id=B00EHNU3A8

Jungle Laboratories: Mexican Peasants, National Projects,
and the Making of the Pill

Gabriela Soto Laveaga

Jungle Laboratories: Mexican Peasants, National Projects, and the M aking of the Pill Gabriela Soto
Laveaga

In the 1940s chemists discovered that barbasco, awild yam indigenous to Mexico, could be used to mass-
produce synthetic steroid hormones. Barbasco spurred the development of new drugs, including cortisone
and thefirst viable oral contraceptives, and positioned Mexico as amajor player in the global pharmaceutical
industry. Y et few people today are aware of Mexico’ s role in achieving these advances in modern medicine.
In Jungle Laboratories, Gabriela Soto L aveaga reconstructs the story of how rural yam pickers, international
pharmaceutical companies, and the Mexican state collaborated and collided over the barbasco. By so doing,
she sheds important light on acrucial period in Mexican history and challenges us to reconsider who can
produce science.

Soto Laveaga traces the political, economic, and scientific devel opment of the global barbasco industry from
its emergence in the 1940s, through its appropriation by a populist Mexican state in 1970, to its obsolescence
in the mid-1990s. She focuses primarily on the rural southern region of Tuxtepec, Oaxaca, where the yam
grew most freely and where scientists relied on local, indigenous knowledge to cultivate and harvest the
plant. Rural Mexicans, at first unaware of the pharmaceutical and financial value of barbasco, later acquired
and deployed scientific knowledge to negotiate with pharmaceutical companies, lobby the Mexican
government, and ultimately transform how urban Mexicans perceived them. By illuminating how the yam
made its way from the jungles of Mexico, to domestic and foreign scientific |aboratories where it was
transformed into pills, to the medicine cabinets of millions of women across the globe, Jungle Laboratories
urges us to recognize the ways that Mexican peasants attained social and political legitimacy in the twentieth
century, and positions Latin America as amajor producer of scientific knowledge.
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From reader reviews:
Kimberly Dyson:

Baook will be written, printed, or illustrated for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We al know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve Jungle Laboratories: Mexican
Peasants, National Projects, and the Making of the Pill will make you to become smarter. Y ou can feel much
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
acceptable book with you?

Gregory Goolsby:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly
because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, itis
suitable. Because start from on jardin de infancia until university need that Jungle Laboratories. Mexican
Peasants, National Projects, and the Making of the Pill to read.

Howard Joyce:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or maybe playing video
games al day long. In order to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you can read a new
book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading areserve. The book Jungle Laboratories: Mexican Peasants, National Projects, and the Making of the
Pill it israther good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-
book. Y ou can mQore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book
features high quality.

Denise Adams:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. On
this modern eralike now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. Y ou can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Jungle Laboratories. Mexican Peasants, National Projects, and the Making of the Pill when you
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