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Benjamin Disraeli and William Ewart Gladstone are without doubt the two most iconic figures of nineteenth
century British politics. Their distinctly different personalities and policies led to 28 years of bitter political
rivalry. Between 1853 and Disraeli’s death in 1881, the two leaders repeatedly succeeded each other in
Westminster, first as Chancellors of the Exchequer and later as Prime Ministers, with Disraeli leading the
Conservatives and Gladstone the Liberals.

For the first time, this book provides the full story of their rivalry and its origins, comparing the upbringing,
education and personalities of the two leaders, as well as their political careers and time in office. Dick
Leonard compares the impact of religion – Judaism and Christianity respectively - on the two men, their
contrasting oratorical skills, their attitudes to political and social reform, foreign affairs and imperialism. It is
well known that Queen Victoria was much fonder of Disraeli than she was of Gladstone, but Leonard
provides new facets on the relationship between each premier and the monarch. In their private lives he
sheds new light on Gladstone's guilt-ridden obsession with seeking out prostitutes, ostensibly in order to
'reform' them, and Disraeli's passion for older women – his wife was 12 years his senior - as well as his
almost completely successful efforts to conceal the existence of two illegitimate children.

Providing important new perspectives on the two towering political characters of the Victorian Age and the
enduring legacy of a great rivalry, this book will be essential reading for anyone interested in nineteenth
century British history and politics.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Scully:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Great Rivalry, The: Gladstone and Disraeli. Try to face the book Great
Rivalry, The: Gladstone and Disraeli as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when
you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Christian Robbins:

The book Great Rivalry, The: Gladstone and Disraeli will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to
study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Great Rivalry, The: Gladstone and Disraeli is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.

Jeff Sanchez:

The book untitled Great Rivalry, The: Gladstone and Disraeli is the guide that recommended to you you just
read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot
of study when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Great Rivalry, The: Gladstone and Disraeli from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Ola Hellman:

The book untitled Great Rivalry, The: Gladstone and Disraeli contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains your ex idea with easy technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so
do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author brings
you in the new period of time of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read more
your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.
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