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Dominick Mazzagetti presents an engaging account of the life of Charles Lee, the forgotten man of the

American Revolution. History has not been kind to Lee—for good reason. In this compelling biography,

Mazzagetti compares Lee’s life and attributes to those of George Washington and offers significant

observations omitted from previous Lee biographies, including extensive correspondence with British

officers in 1777 that reflects Lee’s abandonment of the Patriots’ cause.

Lee, a British officer, a veteran of the French and Indian War, and a critic of King George III, arrived in New

York City in 1773 with an ego that knew no bounds and tolerated no rivals.  A highly visible and

newsworthy personality, he quickly took up the American cause and encouraged rebellion. As a result of this

advocacy and his military skills, Lee was granted a commission as a major general in the Continental Army

and soon became second-in-command to George Washington. He helped organize the defense of Boston,

designed defenses for New York City, and commanded the force that repelled the British attack on

Charleston.

Upon his return to New York in 1776, Lee was considered by some leaders of the Revolution to be an

alternative to George Washington, who was in full retreat from British forces. Lee’s capture by the British in

December 1776 put an end to that possibility. Lee’s subsequent release in a prisoner exchange in 1778 and

return to an American command led to a dramatic confrontation with Washington on the battlefield at

Monmouth, New Jersey, in June 1778. Washington chastised Lee publicly for ordering an unnecessary

retreat. Lee suffered the ignominy of a court-martial conviction for this blunder and spent the remaining

years to his death in 1782 attacking Washington. Although few doubted Lee’s loyalty at the time, his actions

at Monmouth fueled speculation that he switched sides during his imprisonment.

A discovery years after his death completed Lee’s tale. In 1862, a researcher discovered “Mr. Lee’s Plan,” a

detailed strategy for the defeat of the American rebels delivered to British General William Howe while Lee

was held in captivity. This discovery sealed Lee’s historical record and ended all further discussion of his

contributions to the American Revolution. Today, few people even realize that Fort Lee, on the New Jersey

side of the George Washington Bridge, was named in his honor.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Reeves:

The publication untitled Charles Lee: Self Before Country (Rivergate Regionals Collection) is the reserve
that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to
you. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Charles Lee: Self Before
Country (Rivergate Regionals Collection) from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Ismael Soliz:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Charles Lee: Self Before Country (Rivergate Regionals Collection) will give you new
experience in examining a book.

Gregory Anderson:

You can spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Charles Lee: Self Before Country
(Rivergate Regionals Collection) is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Mary Brott:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims Charles Lee: Self
Before Country (Rivergate Regionals Collection).
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