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A dramatic shift in British and French ideas about empire unfolded in the sixty years straddling the turn of
the nineteenth century. As Jennifer Pitts shows in A Turn to Empire, Adam Smith, Edmund Burke, and
Jeremy Bentham were among many at the start of this period to criticize European empires as unjust as well
as politically and economically disastrous for the conquering nations. By the mid-nineteenth century,
however, the most prominent British and French liberal thinkers, including John Stuart Mill and Alexis de
Tocqueville, vigorously supported the conquest of non-European peoples. Pitts explains that this reflected a
rise in civilizational self-confidence, as theories of human progress became more triumphalist, less nuanced,
and less tolerant of cultural difference. At the same time, imperial expansion abroad came to be seen as a
political project that might assist the emergence of stable liberal democracies within Europe.

Pitts shows that liberal thinkers usually celebrated for respecting not only human equality and liberty but also
pluralism supported an inegalitarian and decidedly nonhumanitarian international politics. Yet such moments
represent not a necessary feature of liberal thought but a striking departure from views shared by precisely
those late-eighteenth-century thinkers whom Mill and Tocqueville saw as their forebears.

Fluently written, A Turn to Empire offers a novel assessment of modern political thought and international
justice, and an illuminating perspective on continuing debates over empire, intervention, and liberal political
commitments.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Williams:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this A Turn to Empire: The Rise of
Imperial Liberalism in Britain and France book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

Hye Elliott:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take A Turn to Empire: The Rise of Imperial
Liberalism in Britain and France as the daily resource information.

Harold Phillips:

The book A Turn to Empire: The Rise of Imperial Liberalism in Britain and France will bring one to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to study, this book very ideal to you. The book A Turn to Empire: The Rise of Imperial Liberalism
in Britain and France is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Lee Fuller:

The publication with title A Turn to Empire: The Rise of Imperial Liberalism in Britain and France posesses
a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you
want.
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