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A Colonial Lexicon is the first historical investigation of how childbirth became medicalized in Africa.
Rejecting the “colonial encounter” paradigm pervasive in current studies, Nancy Rose Hunt elegantly
weaves together stories about autopsies and bicycles, obstetric surgery and male initiation, to reveal how
concerns about strange new objects and procedures fashioned the hybrid social world of colonialism and its
aftermath in Mobutu’s Zaire.
Relying on archival research in England and Belgium, as well as fieldwork in the Congo, Hunt reconstructs
an ethnographic history of a remote British Baptist mission struggling to survive under the successive
regimes of King Leopold II’s Congo Free State, the hyper-hygienic, pronatalist Belgian Congo, and
Mobutu’s Zaire. After exploring the roots of social reproduction in rituals of manhood, she shows how the
arrival of the fast and modern ushered in novel productions of gender, seen equally in the forced labor of
road construction and the medicalization of childbirth. Hunt focuses on a specifically interwar modernity,
where the speed of airplanes and bicycles correlated with a new, mobile medicine aimed at curbing
epidemics and enumerating colonial subjects. Fascinating stories about imperial masculinities, Christmas
rituals, evangelical humor, colonial terror, and European cannibalism demonstrate that everyday life in the
mission, on plantations, and under a strongly Catholic colonial state was never quite what it seemed. In a
world where everyone was living in translation, privileged access to new objects and technologies allowed a
class of “colonial middle figures”—particularly teachers, nurses, and midwives—to mediate the evolving
hybridity of Congolese society. Successfully blurring conventional distinctions between precolonial,
colonial, and postcolonial situations, Hunt moves on to discuss the unexpected presence of colonial
fragments in the vibrant world of today’s postcolonial Africa.
With its close attention to semiotics as well as sociology, A Colonial Lexiconwill interest specialists in
anthropology, African history, obstetrics and gynecology, medical history, religion, and women’s and
cultural studies.
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From reader reviews:

Brandy Hagaman:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this A Colonial Lexicon: Of Birth Ritual,
Medicalization, and Mobility in the Congo (Body, Commodity, Text) book since this book offers you rich
info and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in
it you probably know this.

Daniel Rhoads:

This A Colonial Lexicon: Of Birth Ritual, Medicalization, and Mobility in the Congo (Body, Commodity,
Text) are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
A Colonial Lexicon: Of Birth Ritual, Medicalization, and Mobility in the Congo (Body, Commodity, Text)
can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food
but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy,
you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that
this A Colonial Lexicon: Of Birth Ritual, Medicalization, and Mobility in the Congo (Body, Commodity,
Text) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking
that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Neil Dussault:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this A Colonial
Lexicon: Of Birth Ritual, Medicalization, and Mobility in the Congo (Body, Commodity, Text).

Dale Eich:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its protect may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer is usually A Colonial Lexicon: Of Birth Ritual, Medicalization, and Mobility in the
Congo (Body, Commodity, Text) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the

PDF File: A Colonial Lexicon: Of Birth Ritual, Medicalization, and Mobility in the Congo (Body, C... 3



content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside as well as cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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