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From the author of The White Bone, a piercing novel of passionate attachment and of the fear and
freedom of letting go

Louise Kirk learns about love and loss at an early age. When sheis nine years old, her former beauty queen
mother disappears, leaving a note that reads only—and incorrectly—"L ouise knows how to work the
washing machine." Soon after, the Richters and their adopted son, Abel, move in across the street. Louise's
immediate devotion to the exotic, motherly Mrs. Richter is quickly transferred to her nature-loving,
precocioudly intelligent son.

From this childhood friendship evolves alove that will bind Louise and Abel forever. Though Abel moves
away, Louise's attachment becomes ever more fixed as she grows up. Separations are followed by reunions,
but with every turn of their fractured relationship, Louise discoversthat Abel cannot love her asfiercely and
exclusively as she loves him. Only when she faces another great lossis Louise finally forced to confront the
costs of abandoning herself to another.

Skillfully interweaving the stories of Louise and Abel at different ages, Barbara Gowdy produces a powerful
exploration of love's many incarnations. a motherless daughter who yearns to be adopted, a husband
eternally linked to awife who hasleft him, a girl bewitched by the boy next door, a woman who refuses to
let go of amagnetic, elusive man. Haunting and profound, The Romantic is a story about lovein al its
exquisite variations.
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From reader reviews:
Glenn Flinchum:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the ideafor all peoplein
the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't need do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book The Romantic: A Novel. All type
of book would you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Adrian White:

The reserve with title The Romantic: A Novel has alot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can
get alot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information that exist in
this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to understand
how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. Y ou
can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Amanda Furr:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking
at, not only science book but additionally novel and The Romantic: A Novel or perhaps others sources were
given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those publications are helping them to
include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Romantic: A
Novel to make your spare time alot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Joann Nixon;

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt thiswhen
they get a half parts of the book. Y ou can choose the book The Romantic: A Novel to make your own
reading isinteresting. Y our own skill of reading skill is devel oping when you such as reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and looking at
especialy. Itisto be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the book
The Romantic: A Novel can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must
you're doing of their time.
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