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Animal sacrifice has been critical to the study of ancient Mediterranean religions since the nineteenth
century. Recently, two theories have dominated the subject of sacrifice: the psychological and ethological
approach of Walter Burkert and the sociological and cultural approach of Jean-Pierre Vernant and Marcel
Detienne. These writers have argued that sacrifice allays feelings of guilt at the slaughter of sacrificial
animals and that it promotes solidarity. None of them leaves much room for the role of priests or gods, or
compares animal sacrifice to other oblations offered to the gods. F. S. Naiden redresses the omission of these
features to show that, far from being an attempt to assuage guilt or foster solidarity, animal sacrifice is an
attempt to make contact with a divine being, and that it is so important-and perceived to be so risky-for the
worshippers that it becomes subject to regulations of unequaled extent and complexity. Smoke Signals for the
Gods addresses these regulations as well as literary texts, while drawing on recent archaeological work on
faunal remains. It also seeks to explain how mistaken views of sacrifice arose, and traces them as far back as
early Christianity. This many-sided study provides a new picture of ancient Greek animal sacrifice and of the
religion of which sacrifice was a part.
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From reader reviews:

Jay Burke:

The book Smoke Signals for the Gods: Ancient Greek Sacrifice from the Archaic through Roman Periods
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave the best thing like a book Smoke Signals for the Gods: Ancient Greek Sacrifice from the
Archaic through Roman Periods? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that
book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Smoke Signals for the Gods: Ancient Greek Sacrifice from the Archaic through Roman Periods
has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Maria Gomez:

Often the book Smoke Signals for the Gods: Ancient Greek Sacrifice from the Archaic through Roman
Periods has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The
book was authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research previous to write this book.
That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this book.

Lori Morgan:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Smoke Signals for the Gods: Ancient Greek
Sacrifice from the Archaic through Roman Periods was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As
we know that book Smoke Signals for the Gods: Ancient Greek Sacrifice from the Archaic through Roman
Periods has many kinds or type. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan
you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you
bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like
reading that will.

Roger Waldrop:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Smoke Signals for the Gods: Ancient Greek Sacrifice from the Archaic through
Roman Periods. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can
bring you from one location to other place.
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